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A TOOL FOR OTHER NETS AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

The International Alliance for HIV started to work directly with Red Tra Sex (  
Latin America and Caribbean Network of Sex Workers Women ) three years 
ago , thanks to the financial aid of  the DFID   ( International Development 
Agency )  of the  British Government .Since then , we have been witnesses of 
its growth and its strengthening as a key actor in the answer to HIV /AIDS  in 
the areas of Latin America and the Spanish Caribbean .
In this issue you will prove that in the last ten years Red Tra Sex has fulfilled a 
very important role developing prevention programmes from HIV and Sexual 
Transmission Illnesses (STI) for and by sexual workers in Latin America.
This area has a concentrated epidemic in marginalised populations, whose 
risk of having HIV is significantly major than the general population. For that 
the efforts that Red Tra Sex has been doing to mobilize extra resources for 
interventions with sex workers women are key. 
At the same time they have been fighting for a more active role from 
governments which must adapt their public policies and programmes to face 
this epidemic. These are fundamental contributions to reduce the prevalence 
of HIV and Sexual Transmission Illnesses (STI) in this population.
The stigma and discrimination related with sex work have contributed keeping 
sex workers women apart from health care and prevention programmes. In 
this way Red Tra Sex is focusing on promoting a better environment and 
better services for its community.
More recently, they have improved their work in the construction of the 
capacities of sex workers women in the defence of their mates living with 
HIV.
It has been a privilege for the Alliance to accompany a part of the trajectory 
of Red Tra Sex and also to support the development of this organization’s 
programmes .The results of their work are clearly seen: sex workers women of 
the area are today direct leaders of more and better prevention programmes, 
reduction of stigma and discrimination and community accompany about 
treatment of HIV and Sexual Transmission Illnesses (STI) thanks to Red Tra 
Sex. In this issue you will be able to know with more detail the history of 
Red Tra Sex, the national organizations of sex workers women which take 
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part of Red Tra Sex, the process of strengthening of it and its challenges and 
achievements for the first ten years. We hope this issue not only be  useful as 
a process of documentation of Red Tra Sex´s History , but also as a tool for 
other nets and social movements .

ALVARO BERMEJO
Executive Director
International Alliance HIV/AIDS 
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ANOTHER STEP TO GO ON GROWING 

¨Ten years of action¨ is a dream come true. Because with this book we showed 
ourselves and also society that with energy and organization sex workers women are 
able to achieve great goals. We could in October 1997 to grow a seed: we formed 
the Latin America and Caribbean Sexual Worker Women Network (Red Tra Sex) .At 
that time we didn’t know so well what a ¨network¨ meant. We knew what we wanted:  
to stop police violence; not to be anymore subjects of studies and labour hand of 
programmes and projects designed by others get rid of the stigma which society 
gives us .We wanted over all, to start deciding by ourselves. And we wanted to do all 
this together.

In these ten years we achieved great presence and political recognition to the 
organizations of sex workers women, we acceded to discussion spaces, and we are 
present on issues related to HIV/AIDS and human rights. We also learnt to organize 
ourselves: there are more countries on the Network, we made our government much 
more participative, and there are many more of us making decisions.

¨ Ten year of action¨ tells our history from our own voice. It is a way to review the 
path we followed until now: to analyze our achievements, mistakes and process of 
learning. For many years they told us that sex workers women were good for nothing. 
And we almost believed that, because we heard that so much. With this book, we 
showed ourselves and also society that we are brave women.

Brave, valuables, and worthy. Capable of organize and change the history. With this 
book we realised of what we did: but among all, we showed that is possible to do it. 
We know there is still a long way to go, but we started to We would like to thank to the 
Chief Programmes of HIV/AIDS of different countries, to the regional networks and to 
the cooperation agencies for giving their look upon RedTraSex for this book. We are 
especially thankful to the mates that believed that is possible to get organize, and to 
our families who stay with us knowing the absence that sometimes this means.

We hope that ̈ Ten years of action¨get us closer to more sex workers women, and let 
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us have an impact on decision makers, and let our history be known. Because, we, 
sex workers women are making the history. We hope that the path we follow, be 
an inspiration for the mates that will come later.  

RedTraSex from Latin American and The Caribbean
Directive Board and Executive Secretariat 
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AS DID “10 YEARS OF” 

Because a swallow does not make summer, in consequence is not the 
same to have one voice than to have a lot of voices, and we need a lot of 
voices to support what we are saying¨
Yanira Tobar Marquez, Guatemala

The following document is the result of several months of work .There are 
many people involved in these ten years of development of the Latin American 
and The Caribbean Network of Sex Workers Women 

(RedTraSex).Some people from the inside: the representatives of organizations 
of sex workers women that integrate the RedTraSex, members of the directive 
board and the technicians of the executive office. Others were going along 
with the process: regional networks, national programmes of HIV/AIDS and 
international cooperation agencies.

To build ¨ten years of action¨ (1997-2007) we developed a qualitative 
strategy of work , where we combined methodological tools .We organised a 
workshop for 25 members of the network, 15 interviews to leaders of national 
organizations an interview to the executive secretary , 4 interviews and 9 
questionnaires given to technicians ,members of national programmes of 
HIV/AIDS, international agencies and community networks .We also worked 
with inner documents of RedTraSex , we consulted files on the subjects, 
investigations and different bibliography on the subject.

This systematization aims  to recover , analyse and understand the 
organization’s experience of RedTraSex through these ten years , with the 
intention of explaining the process and be able to see the impact , in an 
individual level and also as a group level , of the assemble of the Network. We 
hope our experience, our achievements and our mistakes, will be useful for 
other networks and organizations, to improve the labour we are taking ahead, 
looking for a more free and a more equal society for all women and all men   



12 | ¨TEN YEARS OF ACTION¨

SEX WORK IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

 
¨Sex Workers Women, as most of the person in our countries, are 
victims of the systems and states which put us down, decide what right 
we can accede to and which are only to whom can afford them ¨

 Elena E. Reynaga, Argentina
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Sex Work has some particularities in each country from Latin America and The 
Caribbean. Nevertheless, there are structural problems which are common to 
all the area; poverty, lack of work and educational opportunities, machismo and 
inequalities of gender, lack to access to a salary, migration because of economic 
needs. They are problems that affect most of the women doing or not sex work.
In the case of sex workers women, to all this it is added the stigmatization and 
discrimination as a product of the double moral of a society that in a case requires 
our services and on the other pursues and condemns us .In most of the countries, 
they see us like a menace: they associate us with delinquency, drugs, they see us 
a transmission focus if HIV and sexual transmission infection (STI)
This picture is reinforced by religious institutions that point us as ¨the bad 
example¨, ¨ the lost ¨and ¨ the deviated¨. And the stigma is so installed that , 
though in most of our countries sex work is not  punishable, women that do it are 
a permanent target of institutional violence, as well as from the police and also 
from health agencies and  the Judicial System. Many times some organization 
of the civil society reproduce the discrimination too, when the take us as studies 
objects instead of treat us subjects with rights.
From RedTraSex we consider that the central problem is that sex work is not 
recognised as work, the government doesn’t see us as citizens and consequently 
there are practically no public policies directed to sex workers women which are 
respectful of human rights and consider our voice.

Some definitions 

Sex workers women are women that practice sex work to make a living. We 
define ourselves ̈ worker women¨ because we consider ourselves as women that, 
without opportunities opted to get the salary for our families by doing this work 

We are women of legal age that practice sex work autonomously .For that we 
difference sex work from slave trade and child sexual exploitation. Slave trade and 
child sexual exploitation are not work, are types of slavery.
To define us, sex worker women, doesn’t mean that we promote sex work. In 
many countries, especially in Central America, they have put the term ̈ Commercial 
sex workers women ¨and it is promoted as ¨sex industry¨. It doesn´t interest us 
to feed that industry: we look for living in a more free and fair society, without 
inequalities or machismo. 
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Some mates prefer to speak about ¨women in prostitution situation¨ because they say 
that our work is an extreme exploitation from which must get rid of. We don’t know if, 
when we achieve the society we dream, sex work will not exist. But while we walk ahead 
to make reality a different world , we consider that talking about  ̈ women in prostitution 
situation ¨ put us in a place of victims , which is not the best way to go ahead.

When we recognise ourselves as ¨sex workers women¨ we improved our self-esteem, 
because we take off the word ¨prostitute¨, which other people take as an insult and 
make us living apologising for what we are. 

Sex work is not a delict  
                                                        
The International Work Organization recognises sex work as work. In the area the only 
countries that consider sex work as a delict are US and Mexico. There are three legal 
positions regarding sex work: 

Prohibitionist: forbids sex work and punish it with jail, fines or ̈ re-educating measures¨.
It considers that is a fault against the public moral. This happens in US and Mexico.
Regulator:   It doesn´t forbid sex work but controls it with the excuse of health care. It 
remains under medical and judicial control. It controls working areas. There is a strong 
control. So it considers protecting the physical security of sex workers women and 
eliminates criminal networks. This happens in Uruguay.
Abolitionist: It doesn´t punish neither sex workers women nor the client, it punishes 
the procurer. The problem is that in the practice it always ends persecuting sex workers 
women. It defines prostitution as ¨sexual abuse under payment and let by everybody¨
Most of our countries have this position.

Beyond legal definitions, the fact is that many times they put us in jail, they fine and 
persecute us .This happens for two reasons: on one side , there are sometimes rules 
from each city which regulate the so called ̈ offences to decency¨ and on the other side 
for prejudices which are not based on any law, but take advantage from the ignorance 
that most of  sex workers women have about regulations to abuse us.
Sanitary card book: 
In most of the countries of the area, especially far from big cities, they demand us a 
sanitary card to practice sex work and to accede to health care.
In Guatemala, we need to carry the sanitary card and leave a copy if our identity card if 
the consult is because of an infection of sexual transmission, while when it is for any 
other types of illnesses it is not required. Says Yanira Tobar , leader in that country: ¨ it 
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is a way of having us censured , and labelled , it is a way to know where we live, they even 
stick the laboratory result in the card. Then, it isn’t volunteer ¨and the exact same situation 
happens in Bolivia, where we must do eight controls of our genitals in a month and HIV 
test each three months.

In Mexico there are registers with pictures of sex workers women in some districts and 
there is a special card for us. In most of the countries we must for the card and for the test 
.When a test is positive, some owners of shops stick the results on the doors of the shops, 
so we cannot have clients.
In Argentina, in the province of Mendoza the tests are made compulsory and if any test of 
HIV is positive the sex worker is taken to prison.

All these practices regulated by government – where we took some of them as example- 
are in contradiction regarding the respect that surrounds human rights and with all the 
recommendation about the confidentiality of the results of HIV test results. This is the 
situation of sex work of Latin America and the Caribbean at present. For changing this 
reality , for modifying the stigma and discrimination which are in the base of each one of 
these practices,  for those reasons ten years ago we started to organise ourselves.                                           
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Chapter I 

AM NOT A WHORE. 
I AM NOT A PROSTITUTE.I AM NOT A RAG OR A ¨JINETERA¨. I AM NOT LEATHER.

I AM NOT A ¨MERETRIZ¨.I AM NOT A COURTESAN.I AM A WORKER
A SEX WORKER WOMAN.

Elena Reynaga / Argentina

United in one voice
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WE ARE WORTHY WOMEN
 
We gave birth to ourselves .And, as every labour, it wasn’t easy and it wasn’t 
silent. If is there any truth in that say ¨good women go to heaven ,we go  
everywhere¨ this clearly appeared in 1997 when we met for the first time in 
Costa Rica. Almost without knowing each other, excited for the similarities of 
our realities, we chose to get together.
We formed the Latin American Network of Sex Workers Women .While the 
Church, papers and TV torns their clothes because the ¨bad girls¨ committed a 
great sin , maybe the true only one: to begin to get organized to claim that our 
humans rights be respected in all the region.

Ten years later, checking the newspapers of that time, we have a vision of what 
we accomplished. To meet for the first time the organizers of the event didn’t 
find a place to lodge us because several San Jose’s Hotels denied giving room to 
us. Some papers dedicated their pages to treat us with sarcasm giving a double 
sense to the phrase: ¨women interchanged experiences over different positions 
in sex work¨ 

There was also a mobilization with adds that claimed: ¨Who is guiltier who sins 
for the pay or who pays for sin? ¨ and ¨ all man is a sinner .Who is free of sin 
can throw the first stone¨.
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In the newspaper La Nación of Costa Rica, 2nd of October the column of Emilia 
Mora entitled ¨let them talk¨ said: ¨there is more prostitution in the immoral 
actions of some of our politicians or public members that in a sexual act of 100 
pesos. The obscurantism was greater prostitution for human cleverness and 
human thought than sexual pleasure.¨ The top of the conflict was the controversy 
with the priest Maynor de Jesus Calvo, known in Costa Rica for his program ¨a 
minute with god¨, who upset stated that we attempted ¨against human dignity 
¨.He literally said , when referring to our meeting: ¨women liberation has been 
given in many ways, but in our faces this means an offence to women , it is a 
social sin, a social scourge that we can not accept.¨

We decided to answer him and we chose Elena Eva Reynaga from AMMAR 
(Asociación de Mujeres Meretrices de la Argentina) to go to a live debate on TV. 
Elena answer him ¨You as a priest are a representative of God on earth, but 
you are not God. In consequence you have no right to say who is worthy and 
who isn’t, when all of us are God’s creatures. Latin America society judges 
us without realising that we also are worthy women.¨  
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A MISION, A VISION AND A PLAN

The Latin American and The Caribbean  Network of Sex  Workers Women 
 ( RedTraSex) allowed us to begin to say who we are and what we need from our 
own voice , and from our actions. When we started, none of our organizations 
had the idea of how big was the step we were giving or whatever it would mean 
within the years.
Today The Latin American and The Caribbean Network of Sex Workers Women 
is formed by organizations of thirteen countries: , Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa 
Rica , Ecuador , El Salvador ,Honduras, Guatemala , Dominican Republic, 
Paraguay , Peru and Uruguay. Bolivia and Nicaragua are now in process to be 
incorporated.
As an organization we have a vision of what we want to see when we raise our 
sight to the horizon:

¨That in Latin America and in the Caribbean be respected 
the human rights of sex workers women”.
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We seek to improve the quality of life of sex workers women, to be recognised as 
human right´s subject and key actors of ours community’s development. To reach 
this, our mission as The Latin American and Caribbean Network of Sex Workers 
Women is: 
 To support and fortify the organization of sex workers women in the defence and 
promotion of their human rights.
We know there is much to achieve. In the year 2006 we made our strategical plan of 
five years (2007-2012) and we made a Political Incidence Plan with a goal: 

¨In the year 2012 sex workers women of Latin America and the Caribbean will 
be recognised as human right’s subjects, we will occupied with voice and vote 
national , regional and international spaces in where program, policies, and 
laws are discussed and elaborated and we will make sure that ours human rights 
will be defended with special emphasis in integral health care and institutional 
violence.¨

This means that we seek to place the subjects that concern us in the                policies 
of governments. To make aware decision makers, we made an institutional message or 
¨motto¨ of political incidence that goes with all our actions and synthesised what we feel, 
what we think and what we look for: 

¨Sex workers women are subjects of rights: we claim for a life without                  
violence, with integral care of our health and without stigma and discrimination.¨
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PRINCIPLES OF THE LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBE 
NET OF SEXUAL WORKERS (REDTRASEX)

The network is integrated by organizations of sex workers women 
and /or former sexual workers women that represent themselves.

The networks promotes the participation without discrimination 
of any kind (gender, race, sexual identity, age, country and /or 
socioeconomic situation)

The network promotes and respects the independence and 
autonomy of each organization of sex workers women of each 
country. This fact is shown in the non- intervention of The Latin 
American and Caribe Net of Sexual Workers (RedTraSex) in the 
internal conflicts of each organization.             

The network and its representatives are independent from 
governments, political parties, religious groups and cooperation 
agencies

The organizations that integrate the Network are composed only by 
women of legal age, who are at this work by their own consent.

The organizations that integrate the Network participate making 
sure that there is an atmosphere of respect and solidarity

The Network articulates and cooperates with networks, groups and 
organizations alike.
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Our history year by year

¨ To be part of The Latin American and the Caribbean Network of Sex Workers 
Women( Red Tra Sex ) is to belong to a great family of brave fighter women 
.I  remark this because now it is not only Peru, Ecuador or Bolivia , but there 
are  many countries of the region and we hope to be many more . This is not 
so little anymore. In these ten years the network has grown a lot .Today we 
exist, we fight together¨ , says Elizabeth Molina of RedtrabSex Ecuador and 
member of its Directive Board. And if something marks the way we walked along 
these ten years is precisely having walked a fearless way. Bellow we give year 
by year the RedTraSex action. We review them and we ourselves as a dynamic 
organization that is continuously growing   
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A single voice to leave the anonymity  

“It is time to make a common front fight all the sex workers women  of 
Latin America”. Susana Riverio, AMEPU, 1997 With this phrase, the leader 
of Uruguay’s organization, synthesized the expectations of many of us when 
the First Latin American Meeting of Sexual Workers Women: ¨A Single Voice¨ 
began .This Meeting was celebrated from the 1st to the 3rd of October of 1997 
in Heredia, Costa Rica. 

It was the greatest Meeting of sex workers women made in the region until 
the date. There were sixty delegates of at least twenty-five organizations of 
16 countries: Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador, Mexico, Colombia, Chile, 
Brazil, Ecuador, Paraguay, Venezuela, Uruguay, Bolivia, Guatemala, Panama, 
Argentina and Costa Rica. There we decided the creation of the Network of 
Sexual Workers Women of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

We met to debate our situation and to define our claims in a climate of much lack 
of understanding on part of the society. To  the point, that the Latin American 
Institute of Prevention and Health Education (ILPES) and del encuentro, no 
dieron a conocer el lugar donde nos reuníamos porque temían por nuestra 
seguridad. Nosotras decidimos salir a explicar la realidad de las trabajadoras 
sexuales: dimos entrevistas en los diarios y participamos de un debate en 
televisión. 

1997
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the Institute financial Humanist for the Cooperation in the Developing Countries 
of the government of Holland (HIVOS), both organizers of the meeting, did not 
present the place where we met because they feared for our security. We 
decided to explain the reality of the sex workers women: we gave interviews 
in newspapers and we participated in a TV’s debate. 
Three intense days, in which we elaborated the first diagnosis of the situation 
of the sex workers women in Latin America in the health areas, police 
repression, legal condition and social problems. We voted to Venezuela as the 
coordinating country of the Network of Sex Workers Women of Latin America 
and the Caribbean   and coordinated our actions.
We dedicated a whole day to define what type of Network we wanted to be. 
The proposal was to form a Network of Sex Workers Women and Support 
Groups. But in the discussion we advanced in differentiating two types of 
organizations: 

1) The organizations for sexual workers women, which are directed by 
techniques and technicians and  

2) The organizations of sex workers women, organizations where we took 
the decisions by ourselves. 

We decided that RedTraSex will be composed only by organizations 
where the same sex workers women are the base and the direction of the 
organization. And we defined our principles:

Principles of the RedTraSex

To fortify us like women and sex workers women, fortifying our 
organizations

Not to suffer any type of social or institutional violence for being sex workers 
women 

To accede to an integral attention of our health and not only of our genitals

To be subject of consulting and decision on the subjects that concern us 
and not only be objects of study or “manual labour” of the programs and 
projects

•

•

•

•
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To form us to affect on public policies at national and regional level

To sensitize decisions makers and public opinion

To work freely and to enjoy all the rights and labour obligations that has any 
working man/woman.

To contribute to the construction of a more fair and equal society for all 
people, without poverty, stigma or discrimination

We were, for the first time, a single voice: a single voice to leave the 
anonymity and to give the face, like worthy women we are.
1998. The first qualifications. 

We were, for the first time, a single voice: a single voice to leave 
the anonymity and to give the face, like worthy women we are.

•

•

•

•
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The first qualifications. 

The second “Meeting of the Network of Sex Workers Women” was again 
in Costa Rica. We participated in a Workshop of institutional strengthening   
financed by HIVOS, qualification in elaboration of projects and self-esteem. 
We took advantage of the encounter to altogether write a letter to the 
Representative of the International Organization of Work, where we asked 
for “an official uprising on the recommendation made in Geneva in August 
from 1998 to the developing countries so that sex work can be recognized  
as work”[1]. 

All the nights we met with a HIVOS technique to elaborate our first project as 
RedTraSex. It was for equipment of communication for the organizations of 
each country: faxes and telephones, because at that time the electronic mail 
just was being known.

In spite of the advance that meant to meet again and more qualification, 
everything was not going forward. During that year the contact with the 
Coordination of the Network in Venezuela was lost.

1998

(1) San José de Costa Rica 24 de noviembre de 1998 -  Carta de la RedTraSex a la representante de la OIT, Ian Samber.
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Crisis and a rebirth.

From the 23 to the 28 of August we met in Venezuela in the “Meeting of the 
RedTraSex to fix strategies to follow”. In fact, we had defined to be in Costa 
Rica, but the leader of Venezuela decided that the meeting had to be made 
in Caracas. It was an encounter full of logistic, administrative and financial 
difficulties. The money for the project did not appear by any side. 
Facing this situation, in Caracas we made a new assembly. We chose Elena 
Reynaga as president of the RedTraSex and established the headquarter 
in Argentina. We began to discuss the foundations of the Network, its 
organization, who would have to integrate it and we designated people in 
charge of each table of work. Nevertheless, the organization was debilitated. 

““The Network practically disappeared. What immaturity we had! We 
had never handled money for anything. Distrust was generated, and the 
Network was completely dismantled…”.  Elena E. Reynaga, Executive 
Secretary

1999
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 Encounter of workers of the South Cone
 
We did not know very clearly what it meant to be a Network. We were proving. 
In March, with support of UNAIDS and of the German Agency of Cooperation 
for Development (GTZ), we met in Buenos Aires the mates of the organizations 
of the MERCOSUR: Uruguay, Paraguay, Chile, Brazil and Argentina.
For the I Latin American forum of HIV/AIDS in Brazil, with sex workers of that 
country we achieved the participation of the president of the RedTraSex, with 
the support of GTZ for the inscription and  the solidarity in the lodging and 
the food of our mates of  NEXUS , a nongovernmental organization that works  
for the rights of the gay community in Argentina. 

“The Network practically disappeared. What immaturity we had! We had 
never handled money for anything. Distrust was generated, and the Network 
was completely dismantled…”.  
Elena E. Reynaga, Secretaria Ejecutiva.

2000
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The RedTraSex is added to the Platform of the Networks

To spread the existence of organizations of sex workers women, trying to make a work 
in network was not in vain. It was not difficult either to explain the fights, the violations 
to the human rights and the vindications of the companions. In 2001 the RedTraSex 
was invited to add itself officially to the Political Platform of the Regional Networks of 
HIV /AIDS, that through actions of political incidence  looked for (and  looks for) to 
harness the answer of the civil society in front of  HIV/AIDS. 
The Political Platform of the 7 Networks it was conformed by: Latin American advice 
and of the Caribbean of non Governmental Organizations with Service in VIH/SIDA 
(LACCASO), Network of Women who Live with VIH (Latin ICW), Latin American 
Network of People Living with VIH (REDLA+), Latin American Network of Harm 
Reduction  (RELARD), Association for the Integral Health and Citizenship in Latin 
America and the Caribbean (ASICAL), Latin American and the Caribbean Movement 
of Positive Women (MLCM+) and Latin America and the Caribbean Network of Sex 
Workers Women  (REDTRASEX). Later we got to be eight networks, when adding 
themselves the Latin American and the Caribbean Network of transsexuals people 
(RedLacTrans).
That year, in addition, the RedTraSex participated of the preparatory meetings for 
the UNGASS, of an encounter of NGOs in Brazil to which we were invited by the 
government of that country and we were also invited to “the 1er Latin American 
Communitarian Meeting  of the HIV” in Spain. We also participated of the Central 
American Congress of HIV/AIDS (Concasida) in Guatemala and we were called  to 
participate in the organization of II the Forum in HIV/AIDS and STI of Latin America 
and the Caribbean that was going to be made in 2003 in Cuba. 

2001
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The experience of Honduras

The great lesson of the year was to participate in the “Meeting of Sex Workers 
Women for interchange of Experiences in Honduras”, where the president of the 
Network was invited as consultant. In that meeting our mates almost didn’t talk. 
Elena remembers: “Whenever I made a question, the doctor, the nurse, the 
social worker responded, but sex workers women, they never spoke. Then I 
requested to the GTZ, organizer of the workshop to have two hours to be alone 
with my Honduran companions. The technicians almost ate me”.  

To know the reality of the organizations in Honduras served us to reaffirm our 
conviction that the RedTraSex must be formed only by base organizations, where 
sex workers women are the base and the direction of the organization.

In addition, during 2002 we participated in The Regional Consult of America and 
the Caribbean on access to HIV/AIDS programs that was made in Rio de Janeiro 
(Brazil) and we followed the preparatory meetings of Forum 2003. 

2002
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Our voice in Cuba

“A better world is not for later, is for constructing it today”. With that phrase 
concluded the speech that our mate Elena Reynaga read in the closing of the II Latin 
American Forum of HIV/AIDS, that was made in Havana (Cuba) and in which seven 
sex workers women participated. There, next to President Fidel Castro, Elena spoke on 
behalf of the Political platform of the Seven Regional Networks of HIV/AIDS:            

“ All our countries keep anachronistic conceptions of public health, in which 
predominate an  epidemiologic policy  that maintains the concept of operative toilets, 
social cleaning, casts, arbitrary deprivations of the freedom, cruel, cruel, degrading 
treatments and expulsions of migrants.
We hope that from here to the next Forum recommendations such as   prevention, 
attention and non-discrimination are applied. And that we can prove real advances 
and substantial result in a true reduction of the impact of the HIV/AIDS in the people of 
Latin America and the Caribbean. The world better is not for later, is for constructing 
it today”:

Time before, the seven regional networks we had met to decide aspects of the organization 
of the forum in Mexico with the Group of Horizontal Technical Cooperation (GCTH), that 
reunites with  the heads of program of HIV/AIDS of all the countries of the region. Other 
outstanding actions in 2003 were: to participate in the “Commission for the Resolution of 
Conflicts” next to the ICW and of II CONCASIDA in Panama, where exposed “Problems of 
the most vulnerable Sectors facing the epidemic of HIV/AIDS”.

2003
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The first strategic planning 

“From 2004 we empowered ourselves, from our incidence, from our presence. The 
technicians are no longer those who represent us, now we are those that are speaking 
with voice, vote and are present.”
Yanira Tobar Márquez, Guatemala

What really made a difference was to make our first strategic planning. Members of 
the RedTraSex we met in Daisy Island (Venezuela) in a Fortification Workshop for Sex 
Workers Women, which was made with the support of the International Alliance, and 
there we elaborated our plan for 2004 - 2006.  We defined two lines of work: Institutional 
fortification and Voice and Incidence. 

In Institutional fortification we proposed ourselves: 

♀ To enable ourselves.
♀ To assist the organizations of sex workers women of the region.
♀ To fortify the internal communication of the Network.
♀ To establish a mechanism that allows us to increase the spirit of property of the     
   Network and guarantees the principle of the democratic participation in the decision   
   making.
♀ To grow in number of integral organizations and represented countries. 

2004
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In Voice and Incidence we considered like objectives:  

To increase the regional visibility of the RedTraSex.
To generate public opinion on the human rights of the sex workers women.
To articulate mobilizations that facilitate our professional recognition.
To make proposals to national and international actors that affect the political and 
legal conditions of the sex work.

That same year we launched our Web page, with the support of the United Nations 
Program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS). 

In addition, we participated in the Workshop of Communitarian Mobilization in 
Nicaragua and in the World-wide Conference of HIV/AIDS in Bangkok, Thailand, 
where we exposed the abstract “The reality of the Sex Workers Women facing the 
fight against HIV/AIDS”. 
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More organizations in the Network

We had proposed to fortify ourselves and so we did. During 2005 some leaders of 
the RedTraSex we armed pairs of work and we got on an airplane to no longer  get 
down: we made trips of technical assistance to  Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, Peru, 
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala. We looked for to support 
the processes of organization of the sex workers women in each country.
It was an experience that le us grow as a network. The experience of two sex workers 
women of different places travelling together to make a field work from one country 
to another country generated a feeling of mutual trust. It also allowed transformations 
at personal level.  Elena tells: 

“Leaving the country and seeing other realities let me grow. Realities are very much 
alike, but seeing that there are other mates who need us and to see the poverty, the 
violence that there is in other countries gave me more strength. And to understand 
that there is much to do.”  

In order to make this activity we counted on the support of the International Alliance, 
that in addition lent us technical assistance  to make in El Salvador, in November, a 
Workshop of Fortification of the Network inside the IV the Central American Conference 
of AIDS (CONCASIDA) and the III Latin American Forum of HIV/AIDS. In the workshop 
participated twenty sex workers women of thirteen organizations, among them the 
representatives (titular focal points) of eleven countries 

2005
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In 2005 we also made many other things: we participated in the meeting Access to 
Medicines in Latin America and the Caribbean in San Pablo (Brazil) of the NATAF; of 
the National Congress of HIV/AIDS in Mexico and we attended the Negotiation on ARV 
medicine between the governments and laboratories of Argentina.
To start off of this year we began take part of the initiative 
¨ Communitarian Consulting Pool on HIV/AIDS”, program of the International 
Alliance with the auspice of the International Development Department of the  British 
Government that aims to value the experiences of leaders of key populations on HIV/
AIDS, positioning them like consultants of organizations and agencies. The Executive 
Secretary of the RedTraSex was postulated to assume the Administrative Secretariat of 
the project and was the person in charge to take ahead the virtual qualification and two 
trips of technical assistance. It was an experience of much learning for the Network. 
So it considers the Closing report of the Program of the International Alliance “Stock 
market of Communitarian Consulting on HIV/AIDS”, known in January of 2007:

“Beyond the challenges and obstacles, the RedTraSex was discovered with the 
capacities to take ahead programs of its own interests in terms of benefit to the sex 
workers women. In addition, it grew in terms of technical and administrative capacities. 
From the network, we can say that the program was a success and that push must be 
reinforced  to the future to make a new project in that direction; a new project  that  add 
all we learnt and that potencies the roll of the communities as strategic actors for the 
prevention, attention and support in terms of the HIVAIDS”.
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An outbreak of actions.

To choose the landmark of year 2006 is not an easy task. We did much. And everything 
was fundamental. We were in  New York at  the High Level  Meeting of the United 
Nations on HIV/AIDS  (UNGASS),we made our first political documents, we modified 
the government structure of our network and we started a fortifying Process in Central 
America, between many others things . 

SEX WORKERS WOMEN IN THE UN
By the end of May of 2006, during three days the main building of the United Nations 
was inhabited by the civil society in the frame of the session of high level Meeting of 
the United Nations UNGASS dedicated to HIV/AIDS. Four integral organizations of 
the RedTraSex managed to be credited: Modemu of Dominican Republic, APROASE 
A.C. of Mexico, “Miluska Vida y Dignidad” of Peru and the Executive Secretariat of the 
Network.  ““To have already obtained the accreditation was an achievement”, 
remember the mates.

The certain thing is that sex workers women participated very actively. Some of us 
were part of the Official Delegations of our countries, as Alejandra Gil of APROASE 
Mexico, that spoke insisting on  “we sex workers women not only must be seen 
as a vulnerable population in health terms, but there are other factors, such 
as the institutional and police violence, not to be recognized as women with 
rights, the fact of being seen as objects of study and not as promoters for social 
change . In the case of Mexico this allows that sex workers women have to pay 

2006
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for sexual and reproductive health services”. On the other hand, Ángela Villón 
of the organization “Miluska, Vida y  Dignidad” of Peru, made our voice be heard 
in a parallel event organized by UNFPA, in which she requested that  “the sex 
workers women, were seen as subjects, with capacities and aptitudes to 
develop projects and actions, and that people could see us not only related  to  
HIV/AIDS or STI ,because it is   required to do  more structural policies  which 
include the education, the house, the work and  the security”.

Elena Reynaga, executive secretary of the RedTraSex, participated as member in 
the space called “Informal and Interactive Civil Society Hearing” in the point referred 
to direct the needs of the marginalized groups. In her speech she emphasized 
that “the paper of the governments is to protect the citizens and this is not 
going to be achieved with the promotion of the use of the preservative, but 
working in structural policies that eliminate the violence, stigma and the 
discrimination”. She also made a call to the governments so that they could 
be conscious that “the police forces and the systems of justice are the main 
actors who generate the violence against sex workers women”. In New York 
also Gabriela Leite  partipated in a meeting; Gabriela is the founder of DAVIDA 
and of Red de Prostitutas of Brazil, pioneering leader in the fight for  the rights of 
women who practice  prostitution or  are recognized as sex workers women in 
Latin America. Besides, the RedTraSex presented its first public document: “Voces 
/ Voices”, position of sex workers women for UNGASS, with specific demands to 
the governments .

A COLLECTIVE DIRECTION
In order to promote a greater participation in the responsibilities and decision 
making in the RedTraSex we organized the workshop of “Good Practices of 
Governability” with the support of the International Alliance.  During one week we 
debated good practices of government and forms to obtain it, composition and 
structure of the network; we elaborated our own statutes of participative operation 
form and defined the vision and mission of the organization. We no longer decided 
to have collective president, but one collective staff formed by one Directive Board 
with voice and vote and one Executive Secretariat, with voice but without vote. A 
month later we met in Assembly and we chose our representatives for the next four 
years. In October leaders of thirteen countries met to elaborate the Plan of Political 
Incidence of the RedTraSex for the next five years and in November the Directive 
Board defined the strategic planning till 2012
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TO FORTIFY CENTRAL AMERICA
“With the RedTraSex I felt free. I began to feel that it could be a space beyond. 
I felt guilty but I understood that there was no reason for guilt. What I was doing 
was something that I could do and I needed it. With the RedTraSex I definitively 
awoke, when coming back to my country of the workshop from El Salvador I 
looked at myself and I said: I am sex worker woman”.
Maria Elena Davila, Nicaragua

Under the title “Forming sex workers women activists in Central America in the 
Promotion of their Rights”, with the support of UNFPA and UNAIDS we made 
two workshops, one in El Salvador and another one in Guatemala, in where we 
participated 25 mates of the region. One of the subjects which more impact caused 
during the encounter was “identity of the sex worker”, because it allowed us to 
fortify our self-esteem, to remove faults, to begin to liberate us, as says our mate 
Maria Elena of Nicaragua. 
 It was also the opportunity to draft our first document as the sub region Central 
America and Mexico of the RedTraSex, which is called “Sex Workers Women of 
Central America United in one voice and one ideal”. In that document we say “we 
want to contribute to the construction of a society where no woman is discriminated. 
We dream about a right, solidarity and equal society”. We presented it in two press 
conferences, in one of them Yanira Tobar, leader of sex worker women of Guatemala, 
faced the TV cameras of her country for the first time:

“It was a very beautiful experience to be a presenter of the workshop in 
Guatemala. At first I was eating my nails, I thought that it was thing of another 
world, but in fact I had done it many times in my organization. I matured a lot. 
I faced the TV cameras  and I also read the closing act of  the workshop. Those 
things have been a great step that took away my fear”. 

That year, in addition, we organized the workshops “Elaboration of Projects” and 
“Update in HIV/AIDS and Citizen Participation”, both with support of the IA, and 
we participated in July of 2006 in Rio de Janeiro of Global Consult to Sex Workers 
Women organized by the government of Brazil altogether with UNFPA and UNAIDS 
and of the meeting of the Global Network of Projects of Sex Work (NSWP).
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  A high heels movement

More than forty sex workers women of thirteen countries of Latin America and the 
Caribbean participated in the IV Latin American Forum of HIV/AIDS which was made 
in Buenos Aires from the 16th to the 20th of April. It was the first time that so many 
mates met in an international event. We participated in the organization of the forum, 
coordinated tables, we were panellist , we obtained scholarships with ours abstracts 
and posters, we made an incredible  stand, we organized a parade with the clothes 
of Daspu of the mates of Brazil and, in that frame, we launched our first book as 
RedTraSex, the manual “A high heels movement. Women, Sex workers and activists”, 
that systematizes the experience of work in Central America and that was made with 
support of UNFPA and UNAIDS.

Six sex workers women leaders of Central America were in charge of the presentation: 
Yanira Tobar and Noemí Mendez of Guatemala, Nubia Ordonez of Costa Rica, Maria 
Elena Davila of Nicaragua and Maria Consuelo Raymundo and Haydee Lainez of the 
Salvador explained to a crowed audience the importance of counting on this first 
book, that approaches subjects related to human rights, identity of the sexual workers, 
organization, gender, violence and sexuality.
In addition, during the first day of the Communitarian Forum of HIV/AIDS    sex workers 
women and people interested in the subject met to debate obstacles and challenges in 
relation to the Universal Access. There we drafted the document “universal Access to 

2007
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the health without stigma or discrimination for the sex workers women”: 
After all this, we organised a great party for the persons who were wit us accompanying 
and supporting in the fight of this first decade of action.
During this party, the leaders Gabriela Leite and Elena Reynaga presented a shared 
dream :  to make a great encounter with one hundred fifty sex workers women and 
activists of fifteen countries of the region and  to elaborate  a Letter of the Human rights 
of the sex workers women . More than one hundred people between international 
organizations, mates, organisms, heads of programs of HIV/AIDS and networks 
participated in a great dinner with tango and barbecues. We had the presence of 
Pedro Chequer of UNAIDS, representatives of the GTZ, the complete staff of the 
International Alliance, mates (men and women) of the regional networks of HIV/AIDS 
that proposed a toast for our shared fight and conquest 

Aplausos de las cuarenta y cinco trabajadoras sexuales presentes a la “maestra” Gabriela Leitte, de Brasil, iniciadora 
del movimiento de trabajadoras sexuales en Latinoamérica, durante la celebración de los diez años de la RedTraSex en 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. Mayo 2007.
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““Each country where 
an organization of sex 
workers women is born 
is a victory. Because to 
organize ourselves is the 
first step so that our rights 
be respected. By everything 
what it is said about us, sex 
workers women it costs too 
much think that we truly 
have rights. But when we 
discover that we truly have 
rights nothing can stop us”, 
”, affirms Haydee Laínez, 
founder of Orquídeas del 
Mar from El Salvador and 
focal point of the RedTraSex 
in that country. 

The RedTraSex is formed by 
organizations with different 
trajectories. Some took 
more than twenty years of 
construction, others arose 
two years ago. And still in 
many countries does not 
exist any organization of sex 
workers women, as it is the 
case of Nicaragua. Here we 
display a very brief summary 
of the history of each one 
of the organizations that 
integrate the RedTraSex.  

ORGANIZATIONS IN THE REDTRASEX
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Argentina 
Association of Meretrices Women of Argentina (AMMAR) 

“Our dream is to arrive at all the country” 

“We began to know ourselves in jail when the police took us. There the 
organization was born, ”, affirms  Jorgelina Sosa, attached  secretary at national 
level of the Asociación de Mujeres Meretrices de la Argentina (AMMAR), formed 
in 1994 as an answer to the police repression. “In 1995 we added ourselves to 
the Central de Trabajadores de Argentina (CTA), which made possible that we 
know other realities and to leave the marginalization  when recognizing ourselves 
as  workers”. In 2002 we decided to constitute an union of sex workers women¨ 
Sindicato de Trabajadoras Sexuales de Argentina¨ in action by our rights. At the 
present time we are organized in twelve provinces with fifteen branches and a total of 
two thousand sex workers women members affiliated to the organization. “The goal 
is to reach the twenty for provinces of the country”, Jorgelina says.  

AMMAR was the first organization of Latin America that obtained, next to other 
organisms of human rights, to countermand Police Edicts in two cities: Paraná and 
Buenos Aires. The police edicts were a repressive legislation by which they took us 
in jail up to twenty one days, something that continues happening in almost all the 
country. 
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Distintos materiales 
realizados desde 1994 
en AMMAR. 

Las temáticas: 
prevención del VIH/SIDA, 
derechos humanos y 
organización.
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Victor De Gennaro Secretario General de la CTA: Central de Trabajadores de la Argentina junto al Ministro de Trabajo 
de la Nación, Carlos Tomada y Elena Reynaga, Secretaria General de AMMAR nacional: QUEREMOS SER SINDICATO 

“Lo que ustedes hicieron, es inconmensurable”, afirma Victor de Gennaro al 
inaugurar el sindicato de trabajadoras sexuales de la Argentina: AMMAR.
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A great blow for our organization was the murder of Sandra Cabrera, Secretary General 
of AMMAR Rosario. Sandra was denouncing the police complicity in children’s sexual 
exploitation. With her fight, she obtained that the government of Santa Fe was forced to 
dismantle the division of “Public Morality” of the police of the province. She was murdered 
of a shot in the head the 27 of January of 2004. Until today, her crime is still unpunished. 
And we continue fighting for justice. 
In December of 2006, after five years of fight, we obtained the legal function and position 
of agent with the name “Asociación de Mujeres Meretrices”. Jorgelina stresses: “It is a 
great triumph, the Argentine State recognizes for the first time the organization of sex 
workers women as a contribution to the communal property. And it accepts the word 
that we put:  meretrices”. 
We worked with the mates who practise sex work so that they become qualified, know their 
rights, they are taken care of in subjects such as HIV/AIDS and they see the importance 
of organizing themselves. In addition, we impelled the discussion of our problematic in 
scopes of government, so that policies are generated and put us in equality of conditions 
with any other person who lives in Argentina. 
Two great achievements have been to create a public primary school directed by sex 
workers women and opened to all the population in the province of Cordoba, where we 
learn to read and write without feeling discriminated. And, in the same sense, 2006 we 
inaugurated in La Plata (Province of Buenos Aires) the Center of Integral Attention Sandra 
Cabrera, first center of public health of the country sensitized in the attention of our 
population and directed by ourselves. 

AMMAR is part of the RedTraSex from their beginnings, it was one of their main supports 
and at present has in charge the position of the Executive Secretariat.
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Brazil
Red Brasileña de Prostitutas

”Prostitute is a goof word” 

“In Brazil we know that if we are organized we are stronger. We organized ourselves 
to reduce violence and to reduce vulnerability, discrimination, prejudices. Even the 
prejudices that we have”, ”, affirms Carmen Souza Paz, member of the Red Brasileña de 
Prostitutas, created in 1987 in the First National Meeting of Prostitutes. The Network is 
formed by: Davida. Prostituição, Direitos Civis, Saude of Rio de Janeiro, Núcleo of Estudos 
gives Prostituição (NEP) of Porto Cheers RS, Grupo de Mulheres Prostitutas da Area 
Central de Belém do Pará (Gempac), Associação de Prostitutas gives da Bahía(Aprosba) 
and Associação Pernambucana de Profissionais do Sexo (Apps). 

In these twenty years of organization we obtained that the category “professional of sex” 
be included in the Brazilian classification of occupations of the Ministry of Work and we 
presented in the Congress a law project that formalizes the links of work of prostitution. 
At the present time we fight for the creation of a legal frame and the recognition of the sex 
work as a professional activity, since although sex work is legal in Brazil is not regulated.

““At first there was much violence. The police killed, repressed the girls. We began to 
work the problem of the HIV/AIDS like an organization strategy”, Carmen affirms. This 
becomes through National campaign “Without shame, woman. You have a profession 
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”, executed by the national Program of HIV/AIDS  that turns out in one from the most 
useful tools to support the organization of the mates. 

“From the Red Brasileña de Prostitutas we vindicated the word “prostituta” like 
a good word, a beautiful word”, affirms Gabriela Leitte, founder of the movement 
of prostitutas in Brazil. We want to erase to this word the load  of stigma that it 
historically has. In order to obtain presence, autonomy and the self-esteem of the 
mates, to reduce the vulnerability, the stigmatization and the ghetto, by initiative of 
Davida we developed, among other actions, the creation of the line of Daspu clothes. 
The clothes are designed, modelled and commercialized by ourselves. “What is doing 
this line of clothes, so that they begin to speak of the vulnerability, is incredible”, 
Gabriela says

In addition, we took ahead actions of management and political incidence with the 
government and the civil society: Ministry of Health, Public Ministry of Justice, 
Ministry of Policies for Women, National Congress, federal universities, Program 
of HIV/AIDS, Governmental Program of Human rights, of Public Security and Work, 
UNESCO, Board of Human rights, and the Commissions of AIDS and HEALTH.  And 
also we articulated actions with national and international agencies of technical and 
financial cooperation, with the Forum of Professionals of  Sex of the State of Rio, with  
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National movement of NGOs and with diverse social movements.

The Network of Prostitutes is part of the RedTraSex from 2004 and is the representative 
of the sub region Brazil in the Directive Board.
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Chile
Sindicato Nacional Independiente de Trabajadoras Ángela  Lina

“We put the government to discuss sex work”

“In 2006 we put all the institutions of the State in a work table on sexual commerce, 
something unusual in Chile. And there we worked with all the sectors: Ministry of 
Education, Ministry of Work, and Police. That is one of our main achievements”, 
affirms Mariela Muñoz of the Union ¨ Sindicato Nacional Independiente de Trabajadoras 
Ángela  Lina ¨formed in 1993 with the name of Association for the defence of human 
rights of sex workers women (APRODEM) and which at the present time has six hundred 
mates associated in all the country.

“We started to be united against violence. Then there were many sex workers women 
assassinated by the police. One of them was Ángela Lina, who passed away just when 
we were organizing ourselves” Mariela remembers. In 2002, when constituting ourselves 
like an union, we decided to remember her by putting her name to the organization. 
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From our beginnings, we made qualifications in STI, HIV/AIDS, violence, self-esteem 
and leadership. We also made educative interventions among us, legal consultant’s 
office, attention and support in the attention of the sexual health and campaigns of 
prevention of the HIV/ AIDS.

We participated in processes of definition of public policies, from discussion of 
legislations to national encounter of sex workers women. We were in a Congress 
of Commerce on Sex Work and in a Technical Congress of the Feminine Condom. 
We articulated with the Catholic Church, the police of investigations, the National 
Program of HIV/AIDS, the Trans Network, the National Commission of Human rights, 
the Assembly of Social Organizations with work in HIV/AIDS and the Forum of Sexual 
and Reproductive Rights.

Sindicato Nacional Independiente de Trabajadoras Ángela Lina is part  of the RedTraSex 
since 1998.
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Costa Rica
Asociación La Sala

“When organizing ourselves we feel that our life is worth”

“The most important thing that changes when we organized ourselves is that we  
no longer regret to say that we are sex workers women” ”,  affirms Nubia Ordoñez, 
coordinator of the association ¨ Asociación  La Sala¨ from Costa Rica. Located in one of 
the zones of work of San Jose, La Sala is a space to share, to rest, to make consultations 
and to obtain references for derivations to other services of health.  
We started working in the subject in 1994 from a GTZ project to fortify the spaces of 
health for the sex workers women, but we decided to maintain La Sala self-organized 
when the financing concluded. The coordinator, the Board of directors and the volunteers 
are sex workers women. Today our goal is to improve the quality of life of all of us 
We offered advisory services in health, police abuse, familiar violence, evacuations, 
addictions, support in the search of labour alternatives, prevention of STI,and HIV/AIDS, 
maternity, couple relationships and sexual orientation . We are organized in four areas: 
Self-esteem, Human rights, Alternatives and Opportunities and Health and Enjoy.
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“In Costa Rica the police can’t come to say anything to us. But it doesn’t mean 
that our human rights are not violated”, Nubia explains. In order to change this, 
we made joint operations with the Committee of Integral Attention El Cantón of San 
José (COMAIC) in order to have a state social insurance of the Costa Rican Box of 
Social Insurance for sex workers women of less resources. Also we articulated with 
the Defensory of the Inhabitants, the Clinic Clorito Picado, the Project Sonrisas, the 
Mixed Institute of Social Aid and we take part of the Network of nongovernmental 
organizations of Costa Rica.   

Asociación La Sala takes part of the RedTraSex since 2006.

Foros / Conferencias/Talleres
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Ecuador
Red de Trabajadoras Sexuales de Ecuador (RedTrabSex)

“Today we are fighting united”

“In Ecuador there were already organizations of sex workers women, but in different 
provinces. Every one fought o her own. There were funds  of the Project Fronteras to 
fortify organizations and then we decided to unify the political speech and to show the 
society that sex workers women  have the goal”, says Elizabeth Molina, representative 
of the Network of Sex Workers Women of Ecuador (RedTrabSex) when relating the birth 
of the organization. 

Created in 2005, the network is the union of several groups that we saw like necessity 
to form an association of organizations that allows to articulate the vindications in all 
the country by the defense of the human rights, a worthy integration in the society and 
one better quality of life. At the present time, we conformed the RedTrabSex of Ecuador 
fifteen organizations of fourteen provinces, of that we participated five thousand sexual 
workers. 

Presentación de una investigación sobre el uso del 
condón femenino realizada por la RedTrabSex.
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“From forming the Network in Ecuador we began to be in many spaces  where 
were the decision makers  before we were not, place like the municipalities, 
the ministries of Health and Work, the National Program of AIDS/STI and 
United Nations. That is fruit of our union at national level”, Elizabeth says.  

A great profit in this time has been to eliminate the sanitary card for the sex 
worker women. Today we have a card of attention of health equal to the one 
of the rest of the women. And we also take ahead the investigation: feminine 
condom new in safe sex”, study on the acceptance of condom feminine in 
women in reproductive age.
Our mission is to obtain the social and political positioning of the organizations 
which are part of the Network in Ecuador and we supported the formation of 
new groups of workers of sex.

RedTrabSex Ecuador is part of the RedTraSex from 2005 and is the representative 
of the Andean region in the Board of directors
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El Salvador
Orquídeas del Mar

“We considered ourselves as users and not like workers”

“Before we were in an organization of services: we saw ourselves like users and 
not like workers”, ”, says to Maria Consuelo Raymundo. Haydee Laínez adds: : “We 
felt that they did not consider us, neither decided the course of the organization”. 
When we related to the RedTraSex we understood the difference between a NGO and 
a base organization directed by sex workers women themselves. The 13th of October 
of 2005 we joined to twenty mates and we proposed them to make a movement. We 
worked in a cafe for hours until finding our objectives, principles, and mission. 

Haydee remembers: “Later we appeared to the Head of the National Program of 
HIV with the papers and we said him: “We are Orquídeas del Mar, a movement 
of sex workers women. He told us: “But this is not even in the computer”. We 
responded to him: “It is true, but we did; and yes, we are a movement”. There 
we began. Orquídeas del Mar was the first organization formed and directed by sex 
workers women themselves in El Salvador. 

We worked in subjects as human rights, health and HIV/AIDS, stigma and 
discrimination. We made information campaigns and qualifications for sex workers. 
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We articulated with the Ministry of Health, the National Program of STI/HIV/AIDS, the 
Program of the Nations United for the Development (the PNUD), the Pan-American 
Organization of Health (OPS), and others organizations of human rights. 
A strong action of our movement is to denounce the murders. In May of 2007 we 
emitted a document where we say “We lived days of duel and pain. We already 
counted 17 assassinated sex workers women in San Salvador all in their places 
of work. From the Movement Orquideas del Mar and from the RedTraSex of Latin 
America and the Caribbean we claimed that this be really investigated. In our 
country whenever a sex worker is assassinated the case is immediately forgotten. 
There is no worry of the authorities when the victim is a woman, be a sex worker 
or not, always is a woman of limited resources. There is discrimination to the poor 
women in the Justice of El Salvador that does not give to the cases of the mates the 
proper process to know the guilty and to punish them”.

Orquídeas del Mar takes part of the RedTraSex from 2005, but some mates, like Haydee 
Laínez, participated already in the birth of the RedTraSex in Costa Rica in 1997.

Salvador, que no da a los casos de las compañeras el debido proceso para conocer 
a los culpables y castigarlos”.

Foros / Conferencias/Talleres
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Guatemala
Organización Mujeres en Superación (OMES)

“A shared atmosphere between mates”

In 2000, in the First Encounter of Women in Prostitution of Guatemala, we decided to 
form the Organization of Mujeres in Superación (OMES) with mates of different parts 
from the country. In the first two years the group never met. 

“In 2002 is made the Second Encounter of Women in Prostitution. There, some 
mates asked why “women in prostitution”, if what we did was a work”,   says Yanira 
Tobar Márquez, present president of OMES. A great debate occurred. “We recognized 
ourselves as sex workers women and the organization began to work”. 
In 2007 they granted the legal function and position of agent to us like organization of 
workers of sex. We looked for to diminish stigma and the discrimination associated to 
the sex work, to fight against the institutional and police violence and to prevent the HIV/
AIDS and STI. One of our vindications is the elimination of the prophylaxis card, because 
it is a discrimination form. 
We made workshops, crossed by the places of work, we supported our mates to make 
denounces. Time ago we incorporated recreational activities. We went out to know us 
better, to promote the confidence and to fortify the self-esteem. “We worked so that the 
organization shared a common atmosphere between mates”, Yanira says. 
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We articulated actions with the Ministry of Health, the Procurator Office of Human 
rights, the Advocacy Women and the National Network of People Living with HIV/
AIDS. In addition, we participated in the National Forum of the Woman and the National 
Network of non-Violence against Women. 

OMES is part of the RedTraSex from 2004 and is the representative of the sub region 
Central America and Mexico in the Board of directors.

En 2007 OMES obtuvo la personería jurídica, lo que significa un reconocimiento del Estado a la organización.
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México
Asociación en PRO Apoyo a Servidores  (APROASE A.C.)

“Still lacks much so that our rights are known”

“Everything began to stop violence. We were in the streets of a colony where there 
was repression; they sent us to jail and to restrain us from working in the streets by 
means of police persecution. We began to organize ourselves and we obtained a 
new street”, tells Maria Alejandra Gil, leader of the organization, when remembering the 
beginning of Asociación en PRO Apoyo a Servidores (APROASE AC) in 1985. 
Just in 1997 we were able to constitute legally the organization, with the goal to defend 
the labour and human rights of the sex workers women of Mexico. “When we began 
the important thing was to stop  the violence, years later we began to take care of the 
problematic of HIV/AIDS”, Alejandra says. 

In the DF the sanitary card is not required, but in most districts it is obligatory. A great 
difficulty to reach the organization at national level is the distance. “When you talk with 
the girls, they tell you: Do the rights exist? There is a long way to walk until our rights 
be recognised” affirms Alejandra.

At the present time, our actions are directed to prevention to our mates, medical and 
gynaecological attention, self-esteem and human rights and the implementation of 
security systems to avoid the aggression, violation and murder of sex workers women.
From APROASE we articulated with the National Program of HIV/AIDS, Coordinating 
Mechanism Country (MCP) and UNAIDS we make political incidence with legislators, 
municipal authorities and the National Commission of Human Rights. In addition, we 
relate with nongovernmental organizations.

APROASE (AC) is part of the RedTraSex since 2003.
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Paraguay
Unidas en la Esperanza

“We are learning to make political incidence”

“

“Thanks to the work that we do in the organization I feel the satisfaction that the 
mates in the street tell me:  you came to see us when nobody remembered us¨ 
.That is the best part of being organized. During the time I stood in the corner 
nobody asked me how I felt .Now things are different”,  says Maria Lucila Esquivel, 
coordinator of Unidas en la Esperanza. 

We began to organize ourselves in 2004 in a workshop that gave the RedTraSex. “In 
fact, it was already in us that desire to organize, but when seeing the empowerment 
in other countries we were decided: we armed a meeting, we went to elections and 
we started”. 
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Our objective is to show the presence sex workers women and to fight so that our 
rights be respected. We make workshop of prevention of HIV/AIDS and STI, 

negotiation and use of preservative, workshops of kitchen, handcraft and civil 
formation. In order to support the prevention actions, in 2006 we displayed a kit: 
a cartridge holder where to keep the lipstick and preservatives and a flyer from 
prevention with form of small personal card. 
“We are learning to make political incidence”, Lucy says. And she adds: “As 
our organization is a new one, to meetings with civil employees we go of a three 
or four mates”.  We articulated with the National Program of Control of the AIDS/
STI, the Permanent Commission of Human rights of Paraguay, the Secretariat of the 
Woman, UNAIDS, the Network of nongovernmental Organizations and the Foundation 
Vencer. In addition, from our beginnings we worked with the Tatarendy organization, 
which supports us in the elaboration of projects and easy the process of arming our 
statute.
  
Unidas en la Esperanza is part of the RedTraSex since year 2005. 
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Perú
Asociación de Trabajadoras Sexuales Miluska Vida y Dignidad

“We impelled a network of workers at national 
level”

“In 2002, in the electoral campaign, the mayor of Lima put in his platform: To 
eradicate the prostitution of Plaza La Roca. To eradicate means to disappear, 
to exterminate, and we are human beings,  they cannot exterminate us”, says  
Ángela Villón, founder of the Association of Sex Workers Women Miluska Vida y 
Dignidad, created that year in answer to the police, institutional and social violence. 
The name of the group is a tribute to Miluska, a mate who was assassinated by the 
police. 
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“We decided to organize ourselves to make visible the fact that sex workers 
women are subject of rights, actors able to contribute of outstanding way to 
the development of our country”. Our actions are oriented to the communitarian 
qualification in human rights, self-esteem, personal development, sexual health 
and prevention in STI and HIV/AIDS. We educate ourselves we have spaces 
of reflection on stigma, discrimination and violence, legal consultant’s office, 
support and pursuit of denunciations and emotional support to the jailed, 
tortured or mistreated mates. 
A great pride for us is that the team of Miluksa is integrated by sex workers 
women who became specially qualified. With the support of the university, we 
made an investigation on the treatment of the sex work in mass media. And 
from 2006 we impelled the formation of the Network of Sex Workers Women 
of Peru.
In addition, we participated in spaces of decision making in the health area 
(Forum Health, Interfederal Coordinator of Health, the Impelling Group of Actions 
of Promotion of the Health and Prevention of the HIV/AIDS in Women and the 
Multisectorial Regional Coordinator in Health) and we articulated our efforts with 
the Ministry of Health, the Municipality of Lima, the University Cayetano Heredia, 
the Central General de Trabajadores de Peru (CGTP), NGOs, CARE-Peru, Trans 
Network of Peru, Homosexual Movement of Lima (MHOl) and international 
organisms such UNFPA, UNAIDS and USAID.

The Association Miluska Vida y Dignidad is part of RedTraSex since 2004.
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Uruguay
Asociación de Meretrices Profesionales del Uruguay (AMEPU)

“We obtained the retirement for all”

“Not to the police repression, yes to people rights”. With that Professional slogan 
the Asociación Profesional de Meretrices de Uruguay was born (AMEPU) in 1986. 
Marta Nabarret, who participates from his origins, remembers: “At that time we lived 
in the police station. They took us up to six days. Sometimes you left the police 
station and again passed a light truck of another sectional and inside. In addition, 
we had obligation to go eight times to the month to the prophylaxis control”.  
From organizing us we achieved that they no longer they take us to jail and now the 
sanitary card is renewed in monthly form. In 1988, after obtaining the legal function 
and position of agent, we began to fight so that we can be recognized as workers, with 
same rights of all Uruguayan people. Thus we obtained the right to the retirement. 
We decided to comprise of the union. And it was not easy. Marta tells: “In 1995 
we entered to PIT - CNT (Plenary Intersyndical of Worker-Convention Nacional of 
Workers), that is the union of all the workers in Uruguay. That coasted us very much. 
When we arrived at the first meeting we listened to people say: “Here comes the crazy 
people” .Little by little we were gaining spaces.”
We made workshops, crossed by the places of work for diffusion of our rights and 
prevention of HIV/AIDS and we promote the organization of sex workers all over the 
country. A fundamental part of our work is politician: we integrate  the Honorary 
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Commission of Sex Work for the regulation of law 17515 next to representatives 
of the Interior Department , Public Health, Social Security, Minority , the Meeting 
of Mayors and the association of Travesties of Uruguay (ATRU), from where we 
achieved the no establishment of red zones. 

Also we took part of the Network of Uruguayan Organizations of Work in HIV/
AIDS(ROUS) and shared spaces with Global Found for  AIDS, the TBC and Malaria 
(FGSTM), Coordinating Mechanism of Country (MCP) and the Thematic Group of 
UNAIDS

AMEPU is part of the RedTraSex since 1997 and is the representative of the sub 
region South Cone in the Board of directors.
 

AMEPU se formó en 1986 y durante años editó el 
boletín AMANECER para trabajadoras sexuales.
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República Dominicana
Movimiento de Mujeres Unidas (MODEMU)

“We organized ourselves to look for alternatives”

“We organized ourselves to finish with the discrimination, so that our rights be 
respected and also to look for alternatives”, explains Miriam Gonzalez Gomez, 
member of the Movement of Mujeres Unidas (MODEMU) of Dominican Republic, 
created in 1997 to defend human rights of sex workers women.  
“Who had the idea to organize us was a NGO where we worked before as health 
promoters. A first congress became, they gave workshops about what is the 
organization and they yielded a small space to us in its premises. Soon we realized 
that we wanted to be independent, because we always had something with the NGO. 
And we decided to look for the greater premises”, Miriam remembers. Many mates 
of MODEMU always participated on the activities. A great pride is the group of sex 
workers women living with HIV, space of very important weekly containment where 
the mates and their relatives participate. 
We also published two books: “my lips laugh and my soul cries”, where we tell 
stories of some members of MODEMU and “My First Steps” about our beginnings 
as an organization. We made workshops on   human rights, violence, self-esteem, 
leadership, gender equality and use of condom negotiation. We formed multipliers,
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 we also walk and we have a play about HIV/AIDS. In addition, we offer services 
of psychological assistance, legal consultant’s office, qualification in handcraft, 
beauty, computer and science, projects of economic sustainability and support 
for the integral attention of the health.
We participate in The Coalition of NGO /AIDS, the Nacional Institute of Health, the 
National Network for the health of the Women, UNGASS and the Global Alliance 
against Traffic in Women (GAATTW). We signed agreements with centers of health 
and the Integral Center of Direction and Research (COIN) for work in prevention 
health and social investigation. We coordinate actions with the Alliance of young 
people, the Network of young people, the Coalition of NGOs.  In addition, we 
supported the formation of the Committee of Travesties as an independent 
organization.

MODEMU is part of the RedTraSex since year 2004 and is representing the sub 
region the Caribbean in the Directive Board.
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“I felt the desire to organize ourselves against the discrimination, the violations. 
We have problems with the police, they didn’t acknowledge the rights of our 
mates, and they took them away because they did not have their identity cards or 
because they are sex workers women”, explains Maria Angelica Pedraza, president of the 
department of Cochabamba and member at national level of Nacional organization of Activists 
by the Emancipation of Women (ONAEM), which was formed in 2005. The organization is 
integrated by eighty sex workers women with representation of the eight departments of the 
country. 
“We have the obligation to go twice d week to the Center of Health so that they see 
our vaginas and every three months they do us the HIV/AIDS test , otherwise we 
cannot work. All our data, with photos and fingerprints are in a registry”, explains 
Angelica. Our fight is by the cancellation of the matriculation, (the registry that regulates sex 
work in Bolivia).Besides, we denounced and faced police abuses and we promote integral 
health care to sex workers women. 
Our organization is part  of different social movements of Bolivia, we counted on the support 
of the Coordinator of the Water and in addition we articulated with the Ministries of Justice 
and Health, People´s Advocacy and different NGOs

ONAEM initiated its process of incorporation to the RedTraSex in 2007.

Bolivia
Organización Nacional de Activistas por la Emancipación de la Mujer ( ONAEM)

“Luchamos por la anulación de la matrícula”
M

arcia Poblete, de Chile, junto a M
aría Angélica Pedraza, de 

ONAEM
 de Bolivia, organización en proceso de incorporación 

a la RedTraSex.
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Nicaragua

“There is still much fear”

“In my country there is much violence. The problem is that generally, women never 
denounce it. Or they can get to go in some case, but without identifying themselves 
as sex workers women. There is still fear”, affirms Maria Elena Davila, member of 
the Association of Women Estelí Xilonem, group that works in the rights of women in 
general. 

“It is very difficult to obtain an organization of sex workers women. Many women 
are migrants: one week in night club, another week in another one, another week 
in a department, another one in another one. They are never stable, that does 
very difficult to begin to organize ourselves”, explains Maria Elena.

To this it is added the fact that the organizations that exist make the HIV test:  “There 
is not a place where we can share. In addition, religion has affected much to 
the country; if you say that you are sex worker they separate you, the owners of 
the shops do not want the girls to know their rights. A mate who travelled to a 
RedTraSex workshop was fired. Another one was not allowed to travel”. 

In Xilonem we organize activities of health care and promotion, qualifications on 
human rights, sexual health and formation in legislation; we advanced in the fight 
to modify the rejection in the society. Maria Elena affirms: “To know the RedTraSex 
has motivated me. I believe that we are going to manage to organize ourselves. 
Only what it does not begin it does not finishes”. 
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Chapter 3

All for one and one for all
“I am very happy with the growth we achieved working in 

RedTraSex, it was positive for all the countries. A work of 

union is seen in the Forums, the events, and this is 

fundamental because it shows what we are doing. 

In addition, to work in Network generates a 

feedback and a very important group 

construction…”

Ángela Villón/ Perú
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TO WORK IN NETWORK

When we created the RedTraSex we did not have idea of what it meant to work in 
network. It was something that we learnt while we walked. We did not know how to do 
it, but we felt something very strong: we couldn’t go alone each one.  Elena Reynaga, 
Executive Secretary of the RedTraSex explains: “We come from different cultures, 
we have different contexts and different realities, but we also have a common 
goal: the defense of the human rights of the sex workers women”. 

When reviewing these ten, years we find with great achievements of working in the 
network. And also with difficulties, questions in what we still need to grow and to 
improve. We learnt much. We learnt, mainly, that the best thing to work as a network is 
the union and the growth of all: when we worked in network we are all for one and one 
for all.

Achievements of working in Network

THEY BEGIN TO SEE TO US, WE MADE OUR VOICES BE HEARD 
To work in network gives us a regional strength that makes a direct impact on the 
actions of each organization at national level. The greater achievement of working in 
network is the presence and the strength that that presence gives to our demands and 
our actions. 

Al hacernos visibles, es posible acceder a los lugares donde se toman las decisiones. 
“La RedTraSex nos proporciona mayor visibilidad con las instituciones 
gubernamentales. Si estamos solas no pasa nada, pero cuando estamos unidas 

Conferencia de prensa de la RedTraSex en Centroamérica. Año 2006
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“The RedTraSex provides us greater visibility with  governmental institutions. If we 
are alone nothing happens but when we are united in so many countries people tends 
to take us seriously”, says Maria Consuelo Raymundo, leader of Orquídeas Del Mar 
from El Salvador.

FROM OUR OWN VOICE
“The greatest achievement of the RedTraSex is that right now, we the bases 
organizations are being visible. Before only the NGO´s were visible and we, the 
bases never showed our faces,explains Yanira Tobar Márquez, member of Mujeres 
en Superación of Guatemala and representative by the sub region of Central America 
and Mexico of the directive board of RedTraSex. “Now we sex workers women 
ourselves, the base organizations, are those that we talk about our own needs and 
we explain the real situation”. That is to say, when working in Network we began to 
explain the reality and demands of the sex workers women by ourselves 

Más de 40 Trabajadoras sexuales asistimos al IV Foro Latinoamericano de VIH/SIDA del 17 al 20 
de Abril de 2007 en Buenos Aires.



77 | ¨TEN YEARS OF ACTION¨

THE COLLECTIVE SUPPORT 
“To be in the RedTraSex gives you support”,points Ángela Villón, representative 
of Miluska Vida y Dignidad, focal point organization in Peru. The RedTraSex 
meant a support at the time of articulating with other organisms and comprising 
of the spaces of decision making and assignment of resources. This support was 
shown in the access to different  spaces. “It is important to have the instruments 
to negotiate with decisions makers, to gain the inclusion in spaces like the 
Coordinating Mechanism Country of the Global Found of the HIV/AIDS. And also 
our participation in international conferences, these are places of growth and 
development, to which we had access from the RedTraSex”. Angela says.

STRONGER INTERCHANGE, LEARNING AND CONVICTIONS

To integrate the RedTraSex is a great experience at personal and collective level. “To 
see how things work in other countries allows to find models that we can adapt 
to our own reality”, Angela says.  We even became qualified in the most personal 
relations with other mates of different countries, chating with them, and we even find 
the courage to politically take part. This is what Lucy Esquivel, leader of Unidas en la 
Esperanza from Paraguay, explains: “I believe that I acquired knowledge from the 
most experienced mates , of the experiences that they have. That feeds you and 
it gives you a much more great vision  of everything”.
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF WORKING IN NETWORK:
• The organizations of sex workers women have more presence.
• The presence we have causes that our demands are more listened to.
•We explain our demands from our own voice.
• Each base organization was fortified by the all of our support 
• We counted on instruments to negotiate with decision makers.
• We interchanged experiences of fight, organization and work

 Difficulties and challenges of working in Network 

TO IMPROVE THE INTERNAL COMMUNICATION
The great difficulty to work in network in these years was related to the internal communication 
we did not always obtain enough fluidity in the communications. 
Beside this the transmission of knowledge on the processes that are part of the RedTraSex 
was not accompanied with the change of the national representatives. And, finally, the 
languages barriers (Portuguese and the Spanish) and the different idiomatic expressions  
from the countries that  integrated the network also became obstacles.

DEEPEN THE CONFIDENCE 
“We must work a lot on communication. Communication and representation. We must 
be more connected, more integrated. The communication must be very strong. It is 
a challenge for all women”,  explains Carmen Souza Paz, member of the Red Brasilera 
de Prostitutas and representative of the Directive Board of RedTraSex by the sub region 
Brazil.

The difficulty in the communication occurs not only between the organizations, but in 
interpersonal relationships. Distrust situations have occurred and a mistaken use of the 
collective spaces to solve personal questions. We need to use a language without violence 
to solve the conflicts and also to reflect defensive attitudes that can take us to misinterpret 
commentaries of other mates .  

TO SHORTEN THE DIFFERENCES AMONG COUNTRIES
In order to work in network, an important difficulty it is that we are few organizations 
of sex workers women in each country and also the number of visible and empowered  
mates in each place is little.
In addition, by many reasons - which go from the history and the processes of each 
country to the priorities of the financial organisms- there are important differences in 
the strengthening and access to resources among the countries. Mariela Muñoz, leader 
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of Sindicato Ángela Lina from Chile, points: “Each country is different. There is no 
levelling. There are organizations that have greater access to resources; in Chile, 
however, they have diminished because the financial supporters do not see it like 
high-priority country. Apart from the strengthening of the leaders, as RedTraSex 
we would have to aim at the strengthening of some countries. To try to level the 
development of the organizations”. 

OUR DIFFICULTIES WITH THE WORK IN NETWORK:
• It is necessary to improve the internal communication.
• The languages barriers generate distances.
• The changes of referring at national level sometimes do not accompany with the crossing 
of information to the new representative.
• Not all the organizations are at the same moment of strengthening and access to resources: 
there are important differences among the countries.
• There are few organizations of sex workers women in each country and few empowered  
and visible mates of each organization.

To work with the technicians

A DIFFICULT RELATIONSHIP
When we decided to form the Latin America and Caribbean Network of Sex Workers 
Women (RedTraSex) one of the strongest discussion was what profile of organizations 
would integrate the Network. We decided that we wanted to make a network of base 
organizations: that is to say, only those formed and led by sex workers women. 

In almost all case the growth of base organizations led us to confrontations  with the NGOs  
that until then welcomed us,  they saw as a “competition ” in the access  to the resources 
and the places of discussion and decision making. “In the NGOs where we were we saw 
many abuses – points our mate from Peru Angela Villon. For example, the salary. They 
put in our heads: ´ you must not charge the work of prevention because it is very badly 
seen, you must do it for activism´. Then we made one hundred percent activism, but 
soon we watched the face and we did not have money even for the bus… and they took 
tremendous salaries”.
By our part, as sex workers we realized that in some opportunities the organizations of 
services – even the more considered tended to complicate our processes of autonomy 
and growth. Haydee Laínez, of El Salvador, relates the process of Orquídeas Del Mar: “We 
began to organize because we saw that in the NGO where we were the things were 
done but not in the way as we wanted. There were always other people directing, who 
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were not sex workers. And every time that they appeared in a meeting they said: `I 
am the coordinator x’, but they did not say coordinator of what. At personal level I felt 
that it was to diminish us.
 We went to meetings where there are doctors, social workers, and in official’s 
government acts how did I appear? As coordinator of sex workers women!  When I 
say that I am already showing the presence of my mates”

TO DO IT OURSELVES 
From the RedTraSex we called “technicians (men/women)” to persons who never exerted 
sex work and have some type of university formation or special ability for the elaboration 
of projects, organization of workshops mobilization and administration of resources and 
elaboration of communication material.

When forming our organizations, an alternative was that the sex workers women incorporate 
the technical knowledge. 
For some, a good learning was the project “Communitarian Consulting Pool on HIV/AIDS” 
of the International Alliance, because it fortified the technical abilities of the communitarian 
leaders. From this experience, the mates from Peru formed their team with sex workers 
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women.  Tells Ángela Villón: “We want to be executors and to be it we must qualify. I 
had the possibility of being Consulting Pool of the Alliance and that showed me that 
I could retell, to write an economic report. In Miluska we have a small project by 
which eight mates qualified and we armed the technical team of the organization”. 

TO CHANGE THE RELATIONSHIP
The fact is that starting to work with a technical team employed under our direction was 
not an easy task. We have had successes, difficulties and several conflicts: everybody 
does not accept that their female leaders are women who in many cases have not 
finished the school and that, in addition, practise sex work. 
In this way, we learnt to differentiate the technician from the political work and the 
decision making, that always must remain in our hands. Jorgelina Sosa attached 
Secretary General of AMMAR relates the experience in Argentina: “First we tried to 
see the profiles of the people; we presented the organization and our principles to 
them. We tell them that decisions are made by sex workers women. We have the 
experience of the street, they have the theory of books, and together we can work a 
lot of things”.
From the Executive Secretariat of the RedTraSex we elaborated reference terms for the 
callings: we looked for the people to apply after a reflection process. The questions of 
those callings were: 

1) What do you think about Sex Work as a work? 

 2) What do you think that must be the key actions made through the organization 
to fortify its work? 

 3)Do you think that to have  organizations of sex workers women, where they are 
the most important leaders and the  decisions makers are key for the work that is 
made with this population? Why?

At the present time, we can say that we have found technicians (men/women) that 
work in a committed and responsible way. Carlos Mesa, coordinator of the executive 
office of the RedTraSex since 2002, gives his opinion on this process: 

•

•

•
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“In the technical team we learnt to use the knowledge that we have in a democratic 
way and to avoid this situation as a factor of power against sex workers women. 
And I think that they could realise that the lack of some theoretical knowledge does 
not prevent them to represent themselves, either prevent them to direct us as a 
team or direct their organizations.´
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Chapter 4

Walking together we distributed the power

YO VOTO

TU VOTAS 

ELLA 
VOTA

TODAS DECIDIMOS

“Before the decisions were not socialized, it 

was only one person who decided. Now, 

instead, we chose the authorities by 

voting, in assembly. We worked in the 

development of a horizontal 

organization, which allows other 

ways for the resolution of 

conflicts”.

Elizabeth Molina / Ecuador
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A participative Statute  

“The RedTraSex has very important achievements. In 2005, sexual workers women 
met to elaborate the Statute of the Network. And within our Statute are the voices 
of sex workers women. Later a lawyer reviewed it, but the content arose from our 
discussions, in our agreements: that is a very important achievement”, ”, affirms 
Jorgelina Sosa, Attached General Secretary of AMMAR. 

As a consequence of a process of growth and maturity, when we already had 
more than seven years since the creation of the Network, we felt the need  to 
create new mechanisms for  discussion and  decision making. So we decided to 
elaborate our Statute. And we did it altogether, in the Workshop:  “Good Practices 
of Governability” that we made with the support of the International Alliance. 
For four days, twelve leaders of eleven countries worked intensely. We defined 
governability as a “Good Government”, with four principles: surrounding of 
accounts, transparency, participation and previsibility.
We discussed a lot, we defined criteria and we accorded to meet again   three 
months later. In that time, we discussed the proposal with our organizations in 
each country. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENCE TO COLLECTIVE DIRECTION 

“We worked in the development of an horizontal organization”, explains Elizabeth 
Molina, leader of the RedTrabSex Ecuador. We decided that it was a priority to 
decentralize the power and the decision making. Until that moment, the RedTraSex 
worked with a president, Elena Reynaga, who made all the decisions.
 
“We came with the thought from which everything must happen through the 
president - Elena- says. We decided to change things, so that the other mates had 
the opportunity to begin to grow. When you do things you can be mistaken but you 
also learn. We all have the commitment, but by taking decisions you are acquiring 
security in yourself, that you know and you can” 

 It was decided to reorganize the Network in five sub regions: Andes, Brazil, the 
Caribbean, South Central America and Mexico and South Cone. The new structure 
of government was composed by an Executive Secretariat, a Board of directors 
(integrated by a sex worker woman for each sub region) and a titular and substitute 
Focal Points of each country. 
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We met in assembly to make the most important decisions and to choose the 
authorities of the Network, whose mandate is for four years. The representatives 
of the Directive Board have voice and vote, with the exception of the Executive 
Secretariat, that only has voice. 

THE CHALLENGES 
To build collectively our own tool of government increased the commitment and the 
responsibility of all the members of the RedTraSex and empowered each one like leader. 
However, there is still a long way to walk.
The fact of being a regional network makes it difficult to maintain face to face meetings 
to discuss and to make decisions. We were advancing in deciding procedures to make 
decisions through e-mail and telephone. Still the access to Internet is limited in many 
places and some organizations don’t count with their own offices or the resources to 
check their mails every day. 

FROM GUESTS TO LEADERS 
As a balance, we can say that by starting with this form of “good government” the 
decision procedures were democratised , the participation of the countries in the 
decisions was improved and  increased, there were created more appropriate places  for 
the resolution of conflicts, transparency mechanisms  were established and, in addition, 
at having a more complete view of the procedures we could increase the presence of 
sex workers women in the region and we had an effect on the definitions of social 
policies .
For example, we began to elaborate “profiles” of mates to decide the participation in 
each congress, so it wasn’t only the Executive Secretary who travels in representation 
of the Network. Besides, we chose the substitute focal points and we all met in 2006 to 
elaborate the Plan of Political Incidence of the RedTraSex for next the five years. Later 
on, the Directive Board defined our strategic plan for the next five years. 

From the collective creation of the Statute we stopped “being invited” to Workshops 
to be really leaders of the RedTraSex. For Elena Reynaga, the statute is the culmination 
of a great achievement: “The success of the Network is not only concerned with the 
statute but with understanding that only one person does not make the revolution. It 
is the group that makes the revolution. And, in this group, some will be more visible, 
others less visible, but is among all of us that we will generate the changes”.
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Elaboración colectiva del Plan de Incidencia Política de la RedTraSex, en octubre de 2006. 
Participaron las punto focal titular y suplente de los países que integran la Red: un total de 
25 dirigentes.
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Chapter 5

When with others we are ourselves
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Joints and work associate

“We have been in many spaces where decisions were made and time ago we 
were not. In meetings with the municipalities, the ministries of Health and 
Work, in international organisms like United Nations. To be in these spaces 
is a great achievement as going step by step¨  says Elizabeth Molina, leader 
of the REDTRABSEX Ecuador and representative of the sub region Andes in the 
Directive Board referring about  the associated work of the RedTraSex.

In these ten years we articulated actions, objectives and fights with organizations 
at regional and national level. In the region we combined our efforts with eight 
networks of specific populations and with the international cooperation agencies. 
At national level we shared tables of work with different sectors. 

In this chapter, we systematized the associate work made from the Network 
and we also invited cooperation agencies, civil employees of government and 
members of the networks to analyze the results altogether. 

REGIONAL NETWORKS: THE COMMUNITARIAN FORUMS
In Latin America, within  civil society and  HIV/AIDS, there are eight regional 
networks of specific communities: Association by the Integral Health and the 
Citizenship of Latin America (ASICAL); International Community of Women living 
with HIV/AIDS (ICWLatina); Latin American  and of the Caribbean  Nongovernmental 
Organizations with aid on HIV/AIDS(LACCASO); Latin American and the Caribbean  
movement of women living with HIV/AIDS (MLCM+); Latin American and the 
Caribbean Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS (REDLA+); Latin American and 
the Caribbean network of transsexuals (RedLacTrans); Latin American network of 
Harm Reduction  (RELARD) and we, the Latin America and the Caribbean Network 
of Sex Workers Women (REDTRASEX): “The RedTraSex was an example so that 
Trans we begin to work by our rights in the entire region. If it was not for the 
support of the RedTraSex, the Trans community would not have a Latin American 
network. In Chile, Brazil and Uruguay we worked with same the referents and 
we tried to work as a team among all the organizations. Before the RedLacTrans 
was founded, before it was made official in all Latin America, our mates were 
with the RedTraSex and had their support.”
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NACIONALES: APOYO ECONÓMICO Y POLÍTICO
With the international agencies, and our articulation with them we got political support, 
presence, recognition of the RedTraSex in strategic places, implementation of projects 
and financial support. Elena Reynaga remembers: “I sat with different organisms and 
I spoke a lot, I said to them that it was very nice to talk about responsibility, but it 
couldn’t be driven without resources, that the RedTraSex must have resources to fortify 
the mates”. 

The agencies that supported us in these years were:

UNAIDS. An important paper in the recognition played the Network, supporting projects 
in charge of sex workers women. It promoted our participation in regional scopes and the 
page facilitated the visibility when financing our Website. It endorses us with resources 
for supporting the offices of the executive base and for the fortification of the activists in 
Central America. From the RedTraSex we supported UNAIDS in the interaction with local 
groups.

The International Alliance against HIV/AIDS.   It was our great ally in the process of 
institutional fortification, with technical and financial support for the elaboration of the statutes 
and democratization of the government of the RedTraSex, elaboration of the strategic planning  
2004 and 2006 and the plan of political incidence, formation of leaders and support to the 
technical and administrative structure. From the RedTraSex we participated actively in regional 
initiatives promoted by the Alliance, such as the Consulting Pool and the Center of Management 
of the Knowledge.

GTZ. It believed in the self-organization of sex workers women and supported the accomplishment 
of Latin American Meeting of Sex Workers Women “a single voice” of 1997, where we formed 
the RedTraSex. It was the first agency in thinking that we have capacity to elaborate projects, to 
manage, to administer resources and to decide our own course. 

UNFPA. It is central in the consolidation of leaders in Central America, since it supports the project 
“Fortifying Sex Workers Women Activists in Central America in the promotion of their rights”. It 
published the manual: ̈ A high heels movement  ̈and began the process of incorporation to the 
RedTraSex of countries of that region (Costa Rica, Honduras and Nicaragua).
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OTHER LINKS: INCIDENCE AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
From year 2002 we participated in the Group of Horizontal Technical Cooperation 
on HIV/AIDS (GCTH) next to the governments of Latin America and the Caribbean, 
communitarian agencies of cooperation and networks. The GCTH is an initiative 
oriented to the control and the prevention of the HIV/AIDS in the region integrated 
by twenty countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. The eight communitarian 
networks participate as partners in this initiative, among them the RedTraSex.

The activities in the GCTH consisted in sharing the capacities of each country through 
the discussion and exchange of information on the experiences of the region, whether 
they are successful or not,   in the areas of prevention, attention and management. 
It also promotes political articulation and the combined participation in different 
international instances.

We also participated in the Regional Coordinating Mechanism in representation of the 
eight regional networks and  we articulate ourselves with the International Center for 
the Technical Cooperation on HIV/AIDS (CICT), initiative of the Brazilian government 
and  UNAIDS that aims to fortify and to extend the national answers to the epidemic 
through the technical cooperation.

National links: with governments and civil society
Each one of the organizations which integrated the RedTraSex made diverse links with 
governmental, nongovernmental sectors, forums and national tables of coordination, 
networks, political, social movements, human rights organizations of women, 
agencies of cooperation and United Nations agencies  such as UNAIDS, the PNUD, 
UNFPA and UNESCO.

At the beginning of 2007 we met in Buenos Aires the focal points of all the organizations 
to systematize that work. We released a total of sixty and six instances of links in 
which participated the organizations of the RedTraSex. 
We elaborated a graph where the total percentage of links with different sectors can 
be seen well:
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WE ELABORATED A GRAPH WHERE THE TOTAL PERCENTAGE OF LINKS WITH 
DIFFERENT SECTORS CAN BE SEEN WELL:

Civil society. The 39 percent of the articulations and associated work that was by 
made the organizations of sex workers women was with other sectors of the civil 
society: 15 percents with NGOs,12 percents with social movements; 10 percents 
with networks and 2 percents with unions. 

Government. Altogether, the 23 percent of our work is related to the State in the 
different countries. The 16 percent with diverse governmental instances and a 7 
percent with National Programs of HIV/AIDS

International organisms. A 17 percent of the work associate is bound to agencies. 
The 10 percent to agencies of United Nations and 7 percents to the Pan-American 
Health Organization (PAHO)

Forums. The 16 percent is for the organization and participation in national meetings

Mass media and universities. We made a 5 percent of our articulations  with mass 
media and universities.
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 THE ACHIEVEMENT: A REPRESENTATIVE, RELIABLE AND EFFICIENT NETWORK 

¿How do the international organisms and the National Programs of HIV/AIDS 
evaluate the work of the RedTraSex? In order to answer this question, representatives 
the International Alliance, UNAIDS, UNFPA and the heads of the National Programs of 
HIV/AIDS of Argentina and El Salvador were interviewed. 

All of them agreed that in the projects and developed actions altogether, the 
objectives were fulfilled. They visualize a growth and fortification of the RedTraSex: 
more countries added to the Network, the Directive Board at regional level was 
formed, we designed and approved the Statute, the Executive Secretariat was fortified 
and   the portfolio of projects and donors was diversified.

From the mutual support we promoted a greater presence and political recognition to 
sex workers women organizations. At regional level, an important achievement was 
the access to spaces and mechanisms of discussion and decision making that we 
got.

The national representatives of the agencies and programs recognized a special 
value added in the advising that from the RedTraSex we offered: 

“UNAIDS benefits much from the existence of the Network for being a representative, 
legitimate organization, and this is important because, to discuss and to hear from a 
well organised process facilitates the implementation of projects.” Dr. Pedro Chequer, 
UNAIDS Coordinator Argentina, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay.
In the links with others networks of specific populations, the main achievement is to 
have more presence at regional networks, the promotion of a combined work and the 
presence and participation in debate spaces and decision making.

At national level, the organizations of sex workers women we have achieved: 
• Greater participation, visibility, recognition and present at national networks.

• Greater access to qualifications.

♀• Obtaining of the legal representation of some of our organizations.

• Access of financing aid for activities.
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• Improvements in the attention and prevention of the health of the sex workers 
women (access to the health system, distribution of masculine and feminine 
condom and distribution of informative materials).
 
On the other hand, the Heads of National Programs of HIV/AIDS interviewed 
emphasized that the links with the RedTraSex were translated into the possibility 
of establishing actions with greater impact and national directives based on the 
reality of the sex workers women:

“The National Program of Prevention and Control of STI/HIV/AIDS coordinates its 
actions with the focal point of the Network organization in El Salvador. Technical 
support has been offered and support has been made in many activities. The 
RedTraSex has assisted us and has helped us to coordinate strategies, to get

Toronto, Canadá, 2006. Foro Mundial de SIDA y Foro Sindical sobre VIH 

El Salvador, 2005. Stand de la RedTraSex en el Foro de VIH/SIDA
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 involved with civil society; it was even a mediator between government and civil 
society when there were conflicts”. Dr. Rodrigo Simán Siri, Head National Program 
STI/HIV/AIDS, El Salvador.

THE GREAT DIFFICULTY: THE PREJUDICES STILL PERSIST

We did not find great difficulties in our work with different sectors. The great 
problem is that prejudices still persist against sex workers .women this was seen 
in certain occasions in the joints with international agencies, when due to the 
policies of some governments they decided not to make financial contributions to 
organizations of sex workers women. 
We also identified challenges to improve our links with the communitarian 
networks, mainly bound to the different agendas from each organization, the 
work in equipment, problems derived from the mutual understanding and the 
access to limited resources.  

República Dominicana, Noviembre de 2006, reunión del GCTH. Las compañeras de la RedTraSex y la 
RedLacTrans coordinamos acciones.
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In these years, at national level the main difficulties to make joints were: 

• Disadvantages in order to arrange interviews and to establish a direct contact 
  with people in charge of governmental scopes.

• Lack of legal function which is an obstacle to accede to resources.

• Little or null sensitivity of the civil employees of different organisms.

• Restrictions to influence in the political and governmental decisions and 
   the bureaucracy that exists in these scopes.

When we look to the future, our mates of the regional networks, the civil employees of 
agencies and governments and the members of the RedTraSex we agreed that we need 
to promote spaces of discussion and to develop mechanisms of exchange information 
and qualification.

With the regional networks we need to work to find common subjects that allow us to 
establish new alliances. 
In RedTraSex, at regional level and at national level, when we articulated with other 
sectors we need to be appeal diplomatic when it is necessary, but to know how to 
defend ourselves and also to defend our ideas. 

That all of us know very clearly the objectives we consider and, also, share in common 
with those who need the support of the Network.  Jacqueline Montero leader of Dominican 
Republic explains: “Of all the things that we have learnt, one thing is important: we are 
not going to do to the groups that we are promoting, what others groups did to us. Like 
the committee of travesties, we are not going to do them what others did to us, we are 
never going to try to separate them, we are going to support them and we are going to 
help them even if they want to be independent”. 
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Chapter6 

A  stronger network 

“Before the RedTraSex was a box of papers. 
Now we are alive”.

Yanira Tobar / Guatemala 

RedTraSex 
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To fortify the RedTraSex, fortify us

“Be able to continue growing in the RedTraSex seems fundamental to me. There 
is plenty still to mature in all the countries… in AMMAR, that is installed as an 
organization, is even necessary to continue struggling . I never am going away 
, neither of AMMAR nor of  the RedTraSex, because is what  gives me strength 
as a woman, and also as a person to continue growing and to be able to help my 
mates”, ,says Jorgelina Sosa, Secretary General Attach of AMMAR, Argentina. 
And her words synthesize how many of us feel 

The magnitude of the fortification of the RedTraSex in these ten years is incredible. 
Everyone talks about it. First than all, we recognize  it ourselves, the organizations of 
sex workers women; then , those whom  from their technical qualification  support 
us, but also the representatives of the institutions interviewed for these pages agree 
in emphasizing the growth. 

From the Latin America and the Caribbean Team of the International Alliance 
Alexandra Lamb Guevara affirms: “The RedTraSex was fortified from many 
aspects: counting on focal points in thirteen countries and therefore being 
able to speak in regional spaces knowing that they are really representing all 
the region; the design and approval of the governability statutes that assure a 
transparent work and that the decisions are taken by consensus. The book `a 
High Heels Movement ‘ (Movimiento de Tacones Altos), is the first book that 
really reflects the experiences and realities of sex workers women, written by 
sex workers women themselves.”

WE FORMED IN THE ACTION
The qualifications that we were having in these ten years in regional workshops, the 
international participation in forums and meetings were forming us. We also formed 
in the workshops and in action. For example, we learnt much from “ We spent two 
years in the GCTH feeling that spoke in another language, we did not understand 
anything - Elena Reynaga- reveals. Until we began to understand”. 

Then in the meeting of Global Consult on Sex Work and HIV/AIDS  in 2006, where 
the reality of Latin America did not have enough presence, Gabriela Leitte spoke to 
Elena and  told her that it would be important to make a Regional Consult : “We 
decided to explain our proposal and the government of Brazil supported  us. The 
Consult of Peru was born there”. In Lima, in February of 2007, the first Regional 
Consult was made about Sex Work and HIV/AIDS, where ten sex workers women of 
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the region explained the link between repression, violations to human rights and HIV/
AIDS. We achieved a new commitment: to make national consultations to know the 
reality of each country on the subject.

A WIDER GLANCE, GREATER PROYECTION 
We grew not only in understanding the use that can be done of the spaces, but also 
we grew in the vision of our interventions. We succeed explaining that the subjects 
that affect sex workers women go beyond  HIV/AIDS. And we connected this subject 
to the inequalities of gender,  economic and social inequalities and violations to the 
human rights. We learnt to say: do not treat us as a ghetto; we are part of the majority 
of a society that suffers of  injustice and  poverty.  
This wider glance on this issue allowed us to understand that there are tools to help 
us in our actions for a change. One of them is the Plan of Political Incidence for the 
Defence of the Human rights of Sex Workers Women which we elaborated from the 
RedTraSex. 

Elena Reynaga (Argentina) y Gabriela Leitte (Brasil) impulsan la Consulta Regional sobre Trabajo Sexual y 
VIH/SIDA, para comprometer a los gobiernos a conocer la realidad de las trabajadoras sexuales.
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 We also  recognize the strength to count on the team  and  the support of  
international agencies to take ahead what we set out  says Arturo Mercado Gurrola, 
technical coordinator of the RedTraSex and AMMAR: “The RedTraSex counts with a 
teamwork and a group of partners and allies around it that support precise actions. 
The sensation of belonging to the Network fortifies the mates at their daily work. 
They elaborate material, there is a Strategic Plan collectively constructed, and 
a monthly news bulletin that since 2006 allows us to show the Network and its 
actions, at regional level and at national level. This bulletin has had an international 
impact.” 
However, there are some internal weaknesses that we need to work on, such as the 
lack of economic resources for some actions and the financing at national level, the 
difficulties of the organizations for the access to the legal function and the position of 
the agents (in most of the countries organizations of the sex workers aren’t considered 
as a “communal property¨).

CHANGES THAT WE PROMOVED 
“I consider that to have conformed the Latin American Network of Sex Workers 
Women has been very positive since it has allowed the creation of dialogue 
spaces to approach issues that sex workers women live at work . In addition, 
the existence of a focal point at country level has allowed initiating a process of 
empowerment in this population group from the agreements and the emanated 
commitments of the different regional meetings. Nowadays there is a greater 
presence of this group and greater recognition of cooperation agencies  says 
Rodrigo Simán Siri, Head of the National Programme of HIV/AIDS from El 
Salvador. 
And the certain thing is that, in these ten years, from the RedTraSex we contributed 
to significant changes that are generated in the social, political, regional and 
national context for the sex workers women The people interviewed locate most of 
the changes five years ago, especially since 2004, when the support of the agencies 
grows and the impact of the Network began to grow “Before we were in nobodies 
agenda. Today we are here, we have presence, people recognize us. The first 
fight was to exist, and now we prepared ourselves to be in different spaces 
- Elena Reynaga- reflects. Before we said: more condoms, more prevention! 
Today we say: integral health, Stop seeing us like walking vaginas! Today we 
say this and we succeed on being in places with voice and vote”.
One of the most important changes is, then, the incorporation of the demands of sex 
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workers women in the political agenda. The civil employees interviewed affirm 
that the RedTraSex became a “inescapable actor” at the time of making decisions 
related to our sector and the leadership of Elena is recognized as a motor that did 
possible to occupy these spaces.   

In public policies we achieved that some actions in the area of health were 
implemented, mainly related to the prevention of the HIV/AIDS but the most 
significant changes we achieved were in the political agenda. Perhaps, because 
what we achieved until now is more like a “symbolic change” (it means that people 
begin to see us, sex workers women as a political actor) and from there little by 
little we are making material changes, in certain issues. First we are winning the 
symbolic battle and from there we are obtaining real transformations.
“The political agenda has changed and  sex workers women, in comparison 
with the work before and after the RedTraSex, are considered, taken into 
account, are invited to sit next to the governments, with the High Level 
agenda , and of a respectful way to comparison of what  happened before. 
With exception of some countries, there was a change not only regional, 
also in the countries. There was a significant change”, affirms Pedro Chequer, 
Coordinator of ONUSIDA Argentina, Chile, Paraguay and Uruuguay.

THE FUTURE, MANY CHALLENGES 
Hasta aquí, diez años de balance. Todo balance incluye, también, las proyecciones. 
Up to here, ten years of balance. Every balance also includes projections. What 
do we need to do ahead from now? Too much! For the future, there are many 
challenges, related to the leadership, obtaining resources, the fortification and the 
creation of new national organizations, to improve the internal communication 
and the work in network.

The subject of the leadership is a recurrent subject. On one hand, there is a great 
recognition to the work of the executive secretary of the RedTraSex and it is 
recognized that without that particular leadership, the strength of RedTraSex and 
the actions the Network  generated  ,the impact  would not  have been possible. 
The mates who are leaders of the countries that integrated the Network,  recognize 
the institutional and personal support as decisive factors, and in some cases, even 
the constitution and development of the organizations.

On the other hand, the same Executive Secretary, considers the challenge to 
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establish new leaderships, to guarantee the survival of the RedTraSex beyond the 
people who compose it. 

“If we didn’t have been Elena I do not know if all this had existed. It is the 
impression that I had when I knew her and the impression when I shared some 
meetings in GCTH. But it seems to me that while in our countries we are still 
a little immature in the subject of the consolidation of the institutions this is 
replaced by leaderships. And there is the strength; the challenge is to build an 
institution. Elena is building that. She told me she is looking for different ways 
to see how she transfers her knowledge. And that sometimes doesn’t happen 
in institutions of government, by misery, mediocrity. It seems to me that the 
challenge is to consolidate the institutions of all Latin America… so when the 
leader disappears doesn’t disappear everything”. Daniel Fontana, head of the 
National Programme  of AIDS/STI, Argentina.

In order to reach a stronger network a fundamental point is to manage a system 
of stable financing, with a diversity of donors related to diverse subjects and not 
concentrated mainly in the HIV/AIDS. In addition, we still have to figure how national 
organizations can get support.

“One of the great challenges is to canalize financial resources to the national 
organizations, because today the efforts are center in the regional scope and in  
an endless number  of qualifications only to the key contacts. It is necessary to 
obtain  resources for the countries, simultaneously   sex workers women must 
find places  of work that  aren’t polarized exclusively on HIV, health care or 
unions, but in  processes of development of capacities and access to resources 
for a better quality of life in an integral sense.” Javier Hourcade Belocq, Regional 
Representative of the International Alliance.

As RedTraSex, towards the future and watching us from within, we look for  improving 
the conditions of team work among  diverse organizations, to fortify the internal 
communication, to improve the communication and the combined work by sub regions, 
to extend the number of organizations and countries that compose the Network and to 
expand our regional battle to the areas of human rights, work rights, gender and integral 
health.

We look for what we said in our message of political incidence: 
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“Sex workers women are subject of rights. We demand a life without    
violence, with integral attention of our health, without stigma or 

discrimination”.más allá de las personas que la componen. 
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Final reflections
“We are not scared to be a part of history. It is very important to 
know that the sex workers women are making history. It is not 
important if we are still here tomorrow or we are not, because we 
are going to be on books.  And that is going to make our grandsons 
proud, when they know what these revolutionary women made; that 
we were able to remove the mask to this hypocritical society, that 
in one side consumes our services  and on the other hand wants to 
see us in jail”. Elena E. Reynaga, Executive Secretary.
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The history of the RedTraSex is not only the history of an organization. It is the 
history of a group of women of different realities and different cultures that we 
knew to cross the obstacles and to find each other. And when finding our mates 
we also found ourselves. 

When we began we had only our convictions and the suspicion that we could 
represent ourselves. We were tired of the not being recognised and of the bad treat 
we received.

To the date we could elaborate a speech about who we are and what we want. We 
are our own representatives, we made our own decisions, and we sit to negotiate 
with governments and organizations. We are part of multiple spaces and we are 
one of the eight regional networks.

The history of the RedTraSex is a history full of obstacles. But also it is full of 
progresses and of the other small stories about the forms in which we were 
surpassing the difficulties. We are strong and brave women. We are proud of 
being who we are and of what we do. We are the Latin America and the Caribbean 
Network of Sex Workers Women.

Red de trabajadoras sexuales de latinoamérica y el caribe
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Contacts 

SUB REGION SOUTH  CONE
conosur@redtrasex.org.ar
 
ARGENTINA  
AMMAR /Asociación de Mujeres Meretrices de la Argentina
Focal Point: María Eugenia Aravena
nacional@ammar.org.ar; cordoba@ammar.org.ar
5411 4307 8100/ 4342 0574
www.ammar.org.ar 

CHILE 
Sindicato Nacional Independiente de Trabajadoras Angela Lina
Focal Point: Marcia Poblete
s_angelalina@yahoo.es
562 6883552/08 9392354
www.angelalina.cl 
 
URUGUAY 
AMEPU /Asociación de Meretrices Profesionales del Uruguay 
Focal Point: Magdalena Carrere 
amepu@adinet.com.uy
5982 924 5275
 
PARAGUAY
Unidas en la Esperanza
Focal Point: María Lucila Esquivel 
unidasenlaesperanza@yahoo.com
595 021 491658 / 595 0971 177792
 
SUB REGION BRAZIL
brasil@redtrasex.org.ar
 
BRAZIL
Red Brasilera de Prostitutas
davida@davida.org.br / rede@redeprostitutas.org.ar
Focal Point: Carmen Lucia Souza Paz 
55(21)2224 3532
www.redeprostitutas.org.br 
www.davida.org.br 
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SUB REGION ANDES 
andes@redtrasex.org.ar
 
ECUADOR 
REDTRASEX Ecuador 
Red de Trabajadoras Sexuales de Ecuador
Focal Point: Elizabeth Molina
redtrabsexecuador@yahoo.com
593 2222 6808 / 593 9416 9015
www.redtrabsex-ecuador.org 
 
PERU 
Asociación de Trabajadoras Sexuales 
¨Miluska Vida y Dignidad ¨
Focal Point: Angela Villón
miluskavidaydignidad@yahoo.es
511 467 1115 anexo 25 /511 467 4173
www.miluskavidaydignidad.iespana.es  
 
SUB REGION CENTRAL AMERICA AND MEXICO
caym@redtrasex.org.ar
 
EL SALVADOR
Orquideas del Mar
Focal Point: Haydee Lainez
mmtorquideasdelmar@yahoo.com/ 
mmtorquideasdelmar@yahoo.com.mx
503 7106 8026 / 503 2354 1011
 
GUATEMALA
OMES/Organizacion de Mujeres en Superación
Focal Point: Yanira Tobal
omesmts@itelgua.com
502 2250 0930 / 502 531 34274
 
COSTA RICA
Asociación La Sala
Focal Point: Nubia Ordoñez Ugalde
proyecto_la_sala@hotmail.com
506 258 6425 / 506 815 8883
 
HONDURAS 
Red Gestora de Mujeres
Focal Point: Paula Saez Mesa
paulasaez58@yahoo.com
504 443 2655
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MEXICO
APROASE A.C/ Asociación en PRO Apoyo a Servidores
Focal Point: Alejandra Gil
aproase@yahoo.com
5255 10 422672/ 55 5508 7945
 
SUB REGION THE CARIBBEAN
caribe@redtrasex.org.ar
 
DOMENICAN REPUBLIC
MODEMU/ Movimiento de Mujeres Unidas
Focal Point: Miriam Altagracia Gonzalez Gómez
modemu@codetel.net.do
809 689 6767/Fax 809 685 2759
 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT REDTRASEX BASE IN ARGENTINA
Executive Secretary: Elena Eva Reynaga /ammar
Piedras 1067, C1070AAU, Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires, Argentina
Tel: +54 (11) 4307 8100/ 4342 0574
email: presidencia@redtrasex.org.ar
www.redtrasex.org.ar 
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